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Forty years in the making, Giuseppe Terragni: Transformations,
Decompositions, Critiques documents and investigates two of Italian rationalist
architect Giuseppe Terragni's masterworks: the Casa del Fascio (1933-36) and
the Casa Giuliani-Frigerio (1939-40), both in Como. This far-reaching study --
illustrated with more than five hundred original architectural diagrams and
archival photographs -- employs what Eisenman calls critical and textual reading
of both buildings. He attempts to broaden the definition of the formal from a
narrow aesthetic and compositional view to include first the conceptual and then
the textual. It is through this idea of the textual that Eisenman begins to define an
idea of the critical in architecture.

Eisenman's methodology is wholly removed from traditional approaches --
social, historical, aesthetic, functional. Instead, the various articulations and
openings on the facades constitute a set of marks, notations that provide the basis
for his analysis. In the Casa del Fascio, for example, each of the four sequential
design schemes records the previous state, encoding the process of
transformation in the final building. In the Casa Giuliani-Frigerio it is instead the
process of decomposition that generates the facades. Also included in the book
are an essay by Terragni and a critique by Manfredo Tafuri. In the end, it is the
dual protagonists -- the architect and the author -- who together establish a new
theoretical and analytical framework.
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Forty years in the making, Giuseppe Terragni: Transformations, Decompositions, Critiques documents and
investigates two of Italian rationalist architect Giuseppe Terragni's masterworks: the Casa del Fascio (1933-
36) and the Casa Giuliani-Frigerio (1939-40), both in Como. This far-reaching study -- illustrated with more
than five hundred original architectural diagrams and archival photographs -- employs what Eisenman calls
critical and textual reading of both buildings. He attempts to broaden the definition of the formal from a
narrow aesthetic and compositional view to include first the conceptual and then the textual. It is through this
idea of the textual that Eisenman begins to define an idea of the critical in architecture.

Eisenman's methodology is wholly removed from traditional approaches -- social, historical, aesthetic,
functional. Instead, the various articulations and openings on the facades constitute a set of marks, notations
that provide the basis for his analysis. In the Casa del Fascio, for example, each of the four sequential design
schemes records the previous state, encoding the process of transformation in the final building. In the Casa
Giuliani-Frigerio it is instead the process of decomposition that generates the facades. Also included in the
book are an essay by Terragni and a critique by Manfredo Tafuri. In the end, it is the dual protagonists -- the
architect and the author -- who together establish a new theoretical and analytical framework.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Peter Eisenman is principal of Eisenman Architects in New York, Louis I. Kahn Professor of Architecture at
Yale University, the author of a great number of books and articles, and the subject of many others, including
Blurred Zones: Investigations of the Interstitial; Eisenman Architects 1988-1998.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Whitney Martinez:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what
kind of e-book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want really
feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Giuseppe
Terragni: Transformations, Decompositions, Critiques is kind of book which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Thomas Hall:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Giuseppe Terragni:
Transformations, Decompositions, Critiques suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned
writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Giuseppe Terragni: Transformations, Decompositions,
Critiquesis one of several books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the
world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The
author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of this book.
This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the
world with this book.

Scott Rochelle:

This Giuseppe Terragni: Transformations, Decompositions, Critiques is great reserve for you because the
content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
Giuseppe Terragni: Transformations, Decompositions, Critiques in your hand like having the world in your
arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or
fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied
do you still doubt which?



Caroline Edwards:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Giuseppe Terragni: Transformations,
Decompositions, Critiques was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Giuseppe Terragni: Transformations, Decompositions, Critiques has many kinds or genre. Start from kids
until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen
up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading which.
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