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Today the excitement in architecture derives from the tension between the need
for privacy and the impulse toward community. This unique survey of buildings
and interiors captures the multilayered experience that is engaged whenever we
look out of—or into—a work of architecture.
 
Immaterial World examines the built environment as a reflection of the terrors
and pleasures of exposure, information overload, and abundance of every sort.
Twenty-five projects from around the world by such well-known architects as
Diller Scofidio + Renfro, Morphosis, Christian de Portzamparc, Renzo Piano,
and many others, are presented. These works range from complete transparency
to bunkerlike opacity, depending upon who’s doing the looking and who or what
is being seen.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Rare is the book that makes one look at buildings in an entirely fresh way, but Marc Kristal has achieved
that goal in this critical study.” - FORM Magazine

“Marc Kristal has created just the right kind of introductory overview to recent trends in architectural
transparency . . . The photography is first-rate, the writing sharply entertaining and informative.” -
ArchNewsNow

About the Author
An architecture and design journalist, Marc Kristal is a contributing editor of
Dwell, a former editor of AIA/J, and has written for Metropolis, the New York Times, Architectural Digest,
Elle Décor, and numerous other publications. His most recent book is Re:Crafted: Interpretations of Craft in
Contemporary Architecture and Interiors. In 2003, he curated the exhibition “Absence Into Presence: The
Art, Architecture, and Design of Remembrance” at Parsons School of Design, and in 2009, he was part of the
project team that created the Greenwich South planning study for the Alliance for Downtown New York.
Also a screenwriter, Kristal wrote the film Torn Apart. He lives in New York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sara Otoole:

The knowledge that you get from Immaterial World: Transparency in Architecture is the more deep you
digging the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to understand but Immaterial World: Transparency in Architecture giving you enjoyment
feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone
who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific Immaterial World: Transparency in
Architecture instantly.

Steve Duran:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be consider while those
information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen within you if you take Immaterial World: Transparency in Architecture as your daily resource
information.



Cheryl Alexander:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Immaterial World: Transparency in Architecture, you could tells your family, friends and soon about yours
e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Gary Games:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Immaterial World:
Transparency in Architecture or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a
book, you feel want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
book, any other book likes Immaterial World: Transparency in Architecture to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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