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Sixty years on from the end of the Pacific War, Japan on Display examines
representations of the Meiji emperor, Mutsuhito (1852-1912) and his grandson
the Showa emperor, Hirohito who was regarded as a symbol of the nation, in
both war and peacetime. Much of this representation was aided by the
phenomenon of photography.

The introduction and development of photography in the nineteenth century
coincided with the need to make Hirohito’ s grandfather, the young Meiji
Emperor, more visible. Photo books and albums became a popular format for
presenting seemingly objective images of the monarch, reminding the Japanese
of their proximity to the Emperor, and the imperial family. In the twentieth
century, these 'national albums' provided a visual record of wars fought in the
name of the Emperor, while also documenting the reconstruction of Tokyo,
scientific expeditions, and imperial tours.

Drawing on archival documents, photographs, and sources in both Japanese and
English, this book throws new light on the history of twentieth-century Japan and
the central role of Hirohito. With Japan’s defeat in the Pacific War, the Emperor
was transformed from wartime leader to peace-loving scientist. Japan on Display
seeks to understand this reinvention of a more ‘human’ Emperor and the role that
photography played in the process.
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Sixty years on from the end of the Pacific War, Japan on Display examines representations of the Meiji
emperor, Mutsuhito (1852-1912) and his grandson the Showa emperor, Hirohito who was regarded as a
symbol of the nation, in both war and peacetime. Much of this representation was aided by the phenomenon
of photography.

The introduction and development of photography in the nineteenth century coincided with the need to make
Hirohito's grandfather, the young Meiji Emperor, more visible. Photo books and albums became a popular
format for presenting seemingly objective images of the monarch, reminding the Japanese of their proximity
to the Emperor, and the imperial family. In the twentieth century, these 'national albums’ provided a visual
record of wars fought in the name of the Emperor, while also documenting the reconstruction of Tokyo,
scientific expeditions, and imperial tours.

Drawing on archival documents, photographs, and sources in both Japanese and English, this book throws
new light on the history of twentieth-century Japan and the central role of Hirohito. With Japan’s defeat in
the Pacific War, the Emperor was transformed from wartime leader to peace-loving scientist. Japan on
Display seeks to understand this reinvention of a more ‘human’ Emperor and the role that photography
played in the process.
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About the Author
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publications include Science, Technology and Society in Contemporary Japan (1999); Science, Technology
and R&D in Japan (2001); Asian Masculinities (2003); Building a Modern Japan (2005); and Science and
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Carol Pyles:

This Japan on Display: Photography and the Emperor (Routledge/Asian Studies Association of Australia
(ASAA) East Asian Series) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The
benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper an individual read alot of information you will get. This particular Japan
on Display: Photography and the Emperor (Routledge/Asian Studies Association of Australia (ASAA) East
Asian Series) without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't dways be worry Japan on Display: Photography and the Emperor (Routledge/Asian Studies
Association of Australia (ASAA) East Asian Series) can bring if you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves come to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This Japan on
Display: Photography and the Emperor (Routledge/Asian Studies Association of Australia (ASAA) East
Asian Series) having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

Adam Y oungblood:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the erawhich can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is agood choice for yourself but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Japan on Display: Photography
and the Emperor (Routledge/Asian Studies Association of Australia (ASAA) East Asian Series) isour
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in
thisera,

Donna Canales:

Japan on Display: Photography and the Emperor (Routledge/Asian Studies Association of Australia (ASAA)
East Asian Series) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight



away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but neverthel ess delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort
that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing Japan on Display: Photography and the Emperor
(Routledge/Asian Studies Association of Australia (ASAA) East Asian Series) however doesn't forget the
main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it.
This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucia considering.

Clara Williams:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you think reading abook can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Japan on Display:
Photography and the Emperor (Routledge/Asian Studies Association of Australia (ASAA) East Asian Series)
which is obtaining the e-book version. So, try out this book? Let's observe.
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