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Taking the reader from the beginning stages of a fire investigation in evidence
collection and evaluating a fire scene to the end stages of report writing and
giving testimony, internationally recognized forensic scientist John DeHaan is
joined by forensic fire engineering expert David Icove for the 7th edition of Kirk’s
Fire Investigation. The model curriculum of the Fire Emergency Service Higher
Education (FESHE) group serves as a basis for this important text which
provides updated and expanded information on fire dynamics, ignition as well as
brand new case examples. With appendices unique in content and focus including
an Evidence Collection Kit and Incident Report Forms, this text serves as the
keystone text in the field for both seasoned fire investigators as well as fire
service professionals seeking the fundamentals and the most up-to-date
information for the field of fire investigation.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

As fire investigation continues to evolve, author John DeHaan, a forensic scientist with extensive experience
in all phases of fire and explosion, is joined by recognized forensic fire engineering expert David Icove for
the 7th edition of Kirk’s Fire Investigation, the leading and most widely read textbook in the field of fire
investigation.  With today’s investigators being held to higher standards than ever before, this text, written to
the FESHE curriculum, details the “need-to-know” investigation skills and includes special topics such as lab
analysis, fire deaths, and explosions while offering correlation to both the NFPA 921 and 1033 guidelines.
Presenting new case examples, updated chapters with Key Terms and Review Questions, color photographs,
as well as reorganized appendices and a robust supplements package in MyFireKit for both students and
instructors, this adventurous new edition is written to improve the skills of all investigators and help them
find the right answers for the right reasons.
 
Features Include:
 

Up-to-Date information meeting the FESHE guidelines for Fire Investigation●

A comprehensive approach for all fire investigators and fire professionals interested in honing their●

investigative skills from collecting evidence to writing reports
Accompanying appendices with Incident Report Forms, a current list of Explosive Materials, and a unique●

Evidence Collection Kit
Fully updated with the latest investigative techniques, new technology, specialized incidents and current●

scientific trends
New 4-color Brady Fire Series Design●

Introduction, Key Terms, and End of Chapter Review Questions throughout to reinforce learning and●

retention
New MyFireKit solution offering unique book-specific online resources for both students and instructors in●

a user-friendly format, including review questions, games, animations and video clips for the student and
Instructor’s Manual, PowerPoint, Online Courseware and Test Banks for the instructor

 
Visit www.bradybooks.com for…
 
Other Titles of Interest:

Icove/DeHaan, Forensic Fire Scene Reconstruction 2nd Ed. (0-13-222857-2)
Gorbett/Pharr, Fire Dynamics (0-13-507588-2)
Meyer, Chemistry of Hazardous Materials 5th Ed. (0-13-504159-7)
Crawford, Fire Prevention: A Comprehensive Approach (0-13-03223-7)
Smith, Strategic and Tactical Considerations on the Fireground 2nd Ed.
(0-13-222901-3)

About the Author

 



John D. DeHaan, PhD, FABC, CFI—IAAI, CFEI, FFSS, FSSDip
An internationally recognized forensic scientist, Dr. DeHaan is the senior author of Kirk’s Fire Investigation
and co-author of Forensic Fire Scene Reconstruction, the two leading textbooks in the field of fire and arson
investigation. He is also a former principal member of the NFPA 921 Technical Committee on Fire
Investigations.
 
Dr. DeHaan has been a criminalist for more than 40 years and has gained considerable expertise in the
analysis of fire and explosion evidence as well  shoe print, and instrumental analysis and crime scene
reconstruction. He has been employed as a criminalist by the Alameda County Sheriff’s Office, the U.S.
Treasury Department, and the California Department of Justice.
His research into forensic fire scene reconstruction is based on first-hand fire experiments on fire behavior
involving more than 500 observed full-scale structure, and 100 vehicle fires under controlled conditions, as
well as laboratory-scale studies. Dr. DeHaan has testified as an expert witness in civil and criminal trials
across the United States and overseas. He is currently the president of Fire-Ex Forensics Inc. and consults on
civil and criminal fire and explosion cases across the United States and Canada and overseas.
 
Dr. DeHaan graduated from the University of Illinois—Chicago Circle in 1969 with a BS degree in Physics
and a minor in Criminalistics. He was awarded a PhD in Pure and Applied Chemistry (Forensic Science) by
Strathclyde University in Glasgow, Scotland, in 1995. Dr. DeHaan is a Fellow of the American Board of
Criminalistics (Fire Debris), a Fellow of the Forensic Science Society (UK), and holds Diplomas in Fire
Investigation from the Forensic Science Society and the Institution of Fire Engineers and a Certified Fire
Investigator certification from the International Association of Arson Investigators. He is also a Certified
Fire and Explosion Investigator from the National Association of Fire Investigators.
 
David J. Icove, PhD, PE, CFEI
An internationally recognized forensic fire engineering expert with more than 40 years of experience, Dr.
Icove is co-author of Kirk’s Fire Investigation and Forensic Fire Scene Reconstruction, the two leading
textbooks in the field of fire and arson investigation.  He is also co-author of Combating Arson-for-Profit, the
leading textbook on the crime of economic arson. Since 1992 he has served as a principal member of the
NFPA 921 Technical Committee on Fire Investigations. As a retired career federal law enforcement agent,
Dr. Icove served as a criminal investigator on the federal, state, and local levels. He is a Certified Fire and
Explosion Investigator (CFEI).
 
He retired in 2005 as an Inspector in the Criminal Investigations Division of the U.S. Tennessee Valley
Authority (TVA) Police, Knoxville, Tennessee, where he was assigned for the last 2 years to the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Joint Terrorism Task Force (JTTF). In addition to conducting major case
investigations, Dr. Icove oversaw the development of advanced fire investigation training and technology
programs in cooperation with various agencies, including the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s
(FEMA’s) U.S. Fire Administration.
 
Before transferring to the U.S. TVA Police in 1993, he served 9 years as a program manager in the elite
Behavioral Science and Criminal Profiling Units at the FBI, Quantico, Virginia. At the FBI, he implemented
and became the first supervisor of the Arson and Bombing Investigative Support (ABIS) Program, staffed by
FBI and ATF criminal profilers. Prior to his work at the FBI, Dr. Icove served as a criminal investigator at
arson bureaus of the Knoxville Police Department, the Ohio State Fire Marshal’s Office, and the Tennessee
State Fire Marshal’s Office.
 
His expertise in forensic fire scene reconstruction is based on a blend of on-scene experience, conduction of
fire tests and experiments, and participation in prison interviews of convicted arsonists and bombers. He has



testified as an expert witness in civil and criminal trials, as well as before U.S. congressional committees
seeking guidance on key arson investigation and legislative initiatives.
 
Dr. Icove holds BS and MS degrees in Electrical Engineering and a PhD in Engineering Science and
Mechanics from the University of Tennessee. He also holds a BS degree in Fire Protection Engineering from
the University of Maryland—College Park. He is presently an Adjunct Assistant Professor in Department of
Electrical Engineering and Computer Science at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville; serves on the
faculty of the University of Maryland’s Professional Master of Engineering in Fire Protection; and is a
Registered Professional Engineer in Arkansas, Louisiana, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, Maryland, and
Pennsylvania.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mildred Duncan:

This Kirk's Fire Investigation (7th Edition) (Brady Fire) are generally reliable for you who want to certainly
be a successful person, why. The reason of this Kirk's Fire Investigation (7th Edition) (Brady Fire) can be on
the list of great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you
with information that perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Kirk's
Fire Investigation (7th Edition) (Brady Fire) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it
and enjoy reading.

Amanda Chatham:

The reason why? Because this Kirk's Fire Investigation (7th Edition) (Brady Fire) is an unordinary book that
the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good
for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will give
you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Richard Ma:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book,
and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for your requirements is Kirk's Fire Investigation (7th Edition) (Brady Fire) this reserve
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented just
how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of



you.

Janice Smith:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book and also novel and Kirk's Fire Investigation (7th Edition) (Brady Fire) as
well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to
read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are
helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes
Kirk's Fire Investigation (7th Edition) (Brady Fire) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types
of book like here.
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