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This Norton Critical Edition of a Dickens favorite reprints the 1846 text, the
last edition of the novel substantially revised by Dickens and the one that
most clearly reflects his authorial intentions.

The editor has corrected printers’ errors and annotated unfamiliar terms and
allusions.

Three illustrations by George Cruikshank and a map of Oliver's London
accompany the text.

"Backgrounds and Sources" focuses on The Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834,
central both to Dickens and to the characters in Oliver Twist. The act’s far-
reaching implications are considered in source materials that include
parlimentary debates on The Poor Laws, a harrowing account of an 1835
Bedfordshire riot, and "An Appeal to Fallen Women," Dickens’ 1847 open letter
to London’s prostitutes urging them to turn their backs on "debauchery and
neglect."

Ten letters on Oliver Twist, written between 1837 and 1864, are reprinted,
including those to the novel’s publisher, the novel’s illustrator, and John Forster,
Dickens’ close friend and future biographer.

In addition, readers can trace the evolution of the novel by examining Dickens’
installment and chapter-division plans and enjoy "Sikes and Nancy," the text of a
public reading Dickens composed and performed often to large audiences.

"Early Reviews" provides eight witty, insightful, and at times impassioned
responses to the novel and to Oliver’s plight by William Makepeace Thackeray
and John Forster (anonymously), among others.

"Criticism" includes twenty of the most significant interpretations of Oliver Twist
published in this century. Included are essays by Henry James, George Gissing,
Graham Greene, J. Hillis Miller, Harry Stone, Philip Collins, John Bayley, Keith
Hollingsworth, Steven Marcus, Monroe Engel, James R. Kincaid, Michael Slater,
Dennis Walder, Burton M. Wheeler, Janet Larson, Fred Kaplan, Robert Tracy,
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David Miller, John O. Jordan, and Gary Wills.

A Chronology and Selected Bibliography are also included.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Charles Dickens (1812-1870) is one of the most acclaimed and popular writers of all time. His many works
include the classics The Old Curiosity Shop, Oliver Twist, Nicholas Nickleby, Barnaby Rudge, A Christmas
Carol, A Tale of Two Cities, David Copperfield, Great Expectations, Bleak House, Hard Times, Our Mutual
Friend, The Pickwick Papers and many more.

Fred Kaplan is Distinguished Professor Emeritus of English at Queens College and The Graduate Center,
City University of New York. A biographer and literary scholar, he is the author of John Quincy Adams:
American Visionary, The Singular Mark Twain: A Biography, Lincoln: The Biography of a Writer, Henry
James: The Imagination of Genius: A Biography, and Dickens: A Biography, among others. His Thomas
Carlyle: A Biography was nominated for the National Book Critics’ Circle Award and for the Pulitzer Prize.
His Sacred Tears: Sentimentality in Victorian Fiction, Dickens and Mesmerism: The Hidden Springs of
Fiction, and Miracles of Rare Device: The Poet’s Sense of Self in Nineteenth-Century Poetry are important
contributions to the study of Romantic and Victorian British literature and culture. He is currently at work on
a study of Lincoln, John Quincy Adams, and slavery and a biography of Thomas Jefferson.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Madden:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question
simply because just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Oliver Twist (Norton
Critical Editions) to read.

Joseph Vest:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Oliver Twist (Norton Critical
Editions) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all
over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they react toward the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who
wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit,
you are able to pick Oliver Twist (Norton Critical Editions) become your personal starter.



Vickie Gilbert:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that need more
time to be learn. Oliver Twist (Norton Critical Editions) can be your answer given it can be read by anyone
who have those short spare time problems.

Jamie Harper:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book,
and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for your requirements is Oliver Twist (Norton Critical Editions) this e-book consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made
some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.
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