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Federico Borromeo, Cardinal-Archbishop of Milan (1564–1631), is well known
as a leading Catholic reformer and as the founder of the Ambrosiana library, art
collection, and academy in that city. Less known is the fact that the institution's
art museum was the culmination of many decades of reflection on the aesthetic
qualities and religious roles of art. Borromeo recorded his reflections in two
treatises.

De pictura sacra (Sacred Painting, 1624) laid out the rules that artists should
follow when creating religious art. Borromeo touched on dozens of
iconographical issues and in so doing drew on his deep knowledge not only of
church fathers, councils, and scripture but also of classical art and literature. In
Musaeum (1625) Borromeo showed a less doctrinaire and more personal side by
walking the reader through the Ambrosiana and commenting on specific works in
his collection. He offered some of the earliest and most important critiques to
survive on works by artists such as Leonardo, Titian, and Jan Brueghel the Elder.

This volume offers, for the first time, translations of the treatises directly into
English as well as freshly edited Latin texts, an introduction, extensive notes, and
an appendix on the Academy of Design that was established in conjunction with
the museum. These treatises will be of great interest to students of the history of
art, museums, and religion.
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Federico Borromeo, Cardinal-Archbishop of Milan (1564–1631), is well known as a leading Catholic
reformer and as the founder of the Ambrosiana library, art collection, and academy in that city. Less known
is the fact that the institution's art museum was the culmination of many decades of reflection on the
aesthetic qualities and religious roles of art. Borromeo recorded his reflections in two treatises.

De pictura sacra (Sacred Painting, 1624) laid out the rules that artists should follow when creating religious
art. Borromeo touched on dozens of iconographical issues and in so doing drew on his deep knowledge not
only of church fathers, councils, and scripture but also of classical art and literature. In Musaeum (1625)
Borromeo showed a less doctrinaire and more personal side by walking the reader through the Ambrosiana
and commenting on specific works in his collection. He offered some of the earliest and most important
critiques to survive on works by artists such as Leonardo, Titian, and Jan Brueghel the Elder.

This volume offers, for the first time, translations of the treatises directly into English as well as freshly
edited Latin texts, an introduction, extensive notes, and an appendix on the Academy of Design that was
established in conjunction with the museum. These treatises will be of great interest to students of the history
of art, museums, and religion.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Kenneth S. Rothwell, Jr. is Associate Professor of Classics, University of Massachusetts, Boston.

Pamela M. Jones is Professor of Art History, University of Massachusetts, Boston.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lisa Rice:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Sacred Painting. Museum (The I Tatti Renaissance Library). Try
to make the book Sacred Painting. Museum (The I Tatti Renaissance Library) as your close friend. It means
that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than
ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence because you can know
almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Laura Crabtree:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to
the fact just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Sacred Painting. Museum
(The I Tatti Renaissance Library) to read.

Delbert Storey:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Sacred Painting. Museum (The I Tatti
Renaissance Library) book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.



Marilyn Fox:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real their
hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Sacred Painting. Museum (The I Tatti Renaissance Library) can
make you experience more interested to read.
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