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What set the successful armies of Sparta, Macedon, and Rome apart from those
they defeated? In this major new history of battle from the age of Homer through
the decline of the Roman empire, J. E. Lendon surveys a millennium of warfare
to discover how militaries change—and don’t change—and how an army’s
greatness depends on its use of the past. 
Noting this was an age that witnessed few technological advances, J. E. Lendon
shows us that the most successful armies were those that made the most effective
use of cultural tradition. Ancient combat moved forward by looking backward for
inspiration—the Greeks, to Homer; the Romans, to the Greeks and to their own
heroic past. The best ancient armies recruited soldiers from societies with strong
competitive traditions; and the best ancient leaders, from Alexander to Julius
Caesar, called upon those traditions to encourage ferocious competition at every
rank.
Ranging from the Battle of Champions between Sparta and Argos in 550 B.C.
through Julian’s invasion of Persia in A.D. 363, Soldiers and Ghosts brings to
life the most decisive military contests of ancient Greece and Rome. Lendon
places these battles, and the methods by which they were fought, in a sweeping
narrative of ancient military history. On every battlefield, living soldiers fought
alongside the ghosts of tradition—ghosts that would inspire greatness for almost
a millennium before ultimately coming to stifle it.
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What set the successful armies of Sparta, Macedon, and Rome apart from those they defeated? In this major
new history of battle from the age of Homer through the decline of the Roman empire, J. E. Lendon surveys
a millennium of warfare to discover how militaries change—and don’t change—and how an army’s
greatness depends on its use of the past. 
Noting this was an age that witnessed few technological advances, J. E. Lendon shows us that the most
successful armies were those that made the most effective use of cultural tradition. Ancient combat moved
forward by looking backward for inspiration—the Greeks, to Homer; the Romans, to the Greeks and to their
own heroic past. The best ancient armies recruited soldiers from societies with strong competitive traditions;
and the best ancient leaders, from Alexander to Julius Caesar, called upon those traditions to encourage
ferocious competition at every rank.
Ranging from the Battle of Champions between Sparta and Argos in 550 B.C. through Julian’s invasion of
Persia in A.D. 363, Soldiers and Ghosts brings to life the most decisive military contests of ancient Greece
and Rome. Lendon places these battles, and the methods by which they were fought, in a sweeping narrative
of ancient military history. On every battlefield, living soldiers fought alongside the ghosts of
tradition—ghosts that would inspire greatness for almost a millennium before ultimately coming to stifle it.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
A classical scholar displays formidable scholarship and dense prose in this history of combat in the classical
world from the Illiad to the fall of Rome. Because of the comparatively static technology-there was less
change in weaponry, Lendon argues, during the whole period than between 1910 and 1940-the individual
heroism depicted in the Illiad casts a very long shadow. When the Greeks invented the phalanx, the
competition shifted its basis: now individuals competed to see who held his place in the formation best, and
whole phalanxes competed to see which one presented the most solid wall of spear points. In other highlights
along this difficult journey, we find the Romans also had a tradition, whether Homeric in origin or not, of the
individual commander engaging his opposite and stripping him of his armor as a trophy, which led to the
future Emperor Titus performing heroic feats of arms in the siege of Jerusalem. The varying arrangements of
cohorts (about three times the size of a maniple) involved makes the plethora of illustrations here essential.
Witty, erudite and painstaking , this book rewards the serious reader who marches (in whatever formation) to
the end.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

"Brilliantly analyzed."—William Grimes, New York Times

"Soldiers and Ghosts, like any ghost story should be, is fast-paced, cunningly constructed and supplied with
an eerie final twist. And it deserves to be read far beyond the confines of university classics departments,
because its theme is a universal one: the impulse that drives men to go to war."—Tom Holland, Sunday
Telegraph

"A classical scholar displays formidable scholarship . . . in this history of combat in the classical world from
the Iliad to the fall of Rome. . . . Witty, erudite, and painstaking."—Publishers Weekly

"Soldiers and Ghosts stimulates the reader and has many interesting insights. I particularly like the
bibliographic notes pointing to further research."—Matthew Trundle, Ancient History

"This book is doubly rewarding: specific historical detail, frequently linked to the prose and poetry of the
era, ensure that readers get a high-level education in both military history and literature."—Peter Skinner,
Foreword Magazine

"Interesting food for thought regarding motivations for the ancient Greek and Roman soldiers and their
commanders."—Steven E. Sidebotham, Journal of Military History

"Soldiers & Ghosts is an excellent starting point for readers interested in the military histories of Greece and
Rome."—Nicholas E. Efstathiou, Military History

"The book provides an excellent survey of the military history of the Graeco-Roman world and the rise and
fall of several empires."—New York Military Affairs Symposium Review



"Lendon . . . has written a major reinterpretation of classical warfare. . . . A major and welcome addition to
the literature."—Parameters

"Soldiers and Ghosts, with its analysis of military combat in cultural terms, has much to recommend it. It is a
lively and well-written book that is based on close readings of the classical sources and critical reviews of
the secondary literature."—Barton C. Hacker, Technology and Culture

"The book is a laudable attempt to bring the fruits of Lendon's scholarship to a much wider audience than the
usual consumers of academic monographs."—Nathan Rosenstein, New England Classical Journal

"J.E. Lendon offers an entertaining analysis of the evolution of ancient warfare in Soldiers and
Ghosts."—Archaeology

"Lendon situates battle firmly within its political, social, and economic environment. . . . The book is replete
with insights, amply illustrated by examples. From the perspective of his enlightening ideological and
motivational paradigms, Lendon conducts a useful review of the standard great campaigns of antiquity:
Peloponnesian and Persian Wars, Alexander's campaigns, wars of the Diocachi, Punic Wars, Julius Caesar in
Gaul and the Civil War, and Trajan's campaigns, along with much in between as well as a few conflicts that
are relatively untouched in military histories. His survey of the litany of  'great battles of antiquity' is infused
with his own novel and challenging interpretations and insights."—James J. Bloom, H-Net Reviews

"Soldiers and Ghosts is an elegant inversion of the argument for a distinctive ‘Western way of war’ based on
the idea of progress. . . . This important book is a reminder that surface similarities can conceal profoundly,
essentially different matrices, and that by extension, surface differences may be mere bumper stickers
concealing common underlying values and desires."—Dennis Showalter, The Weekly Standard

"The specialist will be glad to note that Lendon does not shy away either from contradictions (real or
perceived) in the evidence or scholarly controversies. . . . The interested lay reader or undergraduate student
will benefit from the numerous maps and illustrations, and the useful chronological outline and glossary.
Last but not least, this book is a pleasure to read, eloquently written with an eye to evocative imagery and
vividness of narrative detail."—Frances Pownall, The Classical Outlook

"Soldiers and Ghosts isa stunningly original contribution to our understanding of ancient warfare, written
with great style and verve. It is one of those rare books that powerfully challenges received opinion and
demands attention. At the same time, it is a wonderful read that should hold appeal for any layman with an
interest in the Greeks and Romans or simply in the history of warfare."—Donald Kagan, author of The
Peloponnesian War

"Soldiers and Ghosts offersa wholly original cultural history of Greek and Roman warfare. The book is
hugely impressive in scope and ambition, often brilliant in interpretation, elegantly constructed and
wonderfully written."—Hans van Wees, University College, London, author of Greek Warfare: myths and
realities

"This fascinating book is an eloquent reminder that ideals matter even more than technology in war, then and
now. Athenian and Spartan generals, and Alexander in Asia fought their battles with Homer’s Iliad in mind,
mindful of the enduring Greek values of rivalry and cleverness. But (as Lendon encourages us to wonder) if
Roman leaders had not continued this tradition of individual distinction, would fewer soldiers have died, and
would the Roman Empire have been able to withstand the forces that eventually destroyed it?"—Mary
Lefkowitz, Wellesley College



"An ambitious and interesting attempt at a cultural approach to military history."—reviewing shortlist for
2005 History Today Award

From the Publisher
"This fascinating book is an eloquent reminder that ideals matter even more than technology in war, then and
now. Athenian and Spartan generals, and Alexander in Asia fought their battles with Homer’s Iliad in mind,
mindful of the enduring Greek values of rivalry and cleverness. But (as Lendon encourages us to wonder) if
Roman leaders had not continued this tradition of individual distinction, would fewer soldiers have died, and
would the Roman Empire have been able to withstand the forces that eventually destroyed it?"—Mary
Lefkowitz, Wellesley College

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gene Taylor:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Soldiers and Ghosts: A History of Battle in Classical Antiquity book is readable by
you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of Soldiers and
Ghosts: A History of Battle in Classical Antiquity content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different in the form of it.
So , do you continue to thinking Soldiers and Ghosts: A History of Battle in Classical Antiquity is not
loveable to be your top record reading book?

Ruth Frye:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy
read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Soldiers and Ghosts: A
History of Battle in Classical Antiquity is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Santiago Klein:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take Soldiers and Ghosts: A History of Battle in Classical Antiquity as your daily
resource information.



Danica Johnson:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Soldiers and Ghosts: A
History of Battle in Classical Antiquity can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You
are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So
what these publications have than the others?
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