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The basis of the PBS American Experience documentary Stonewall Uprising.

In 1969, a series of riots over police action against The Stonewall Inn, a gay bar
in New York City's Greenwich Village, changed the longtime landscape of the
homosexual in society literally overnight. Since then the event itself has become
the stuff of legend, with relatively little hard information available on the riots
themselves. Now, based on hundreds of interviews, an exhaustive search of
public and previously sealed files, and over a decade of intensive research into
the history and the topic, Stonewall: The Riots That Sparked the Gay Revolution
brings this singular event to vivid life in this, the definitive story of one of
history's most singular events.

A Randy Shilts / Publishing Triangle Award Finalist

"Riveting...Not only the definitive examination of the riots but an absorbing
history of pre-Stonewall America, and how the oppression and pent-up rage of
those years finally ignited on a hot New York night." - Boston Globe
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
While the centerpiece here is undoubtedly his hour-by-hour relating of the explosive June 1969 riots, Carter,
an editor of Allen Ginsberg's interviews (Spontaneous Mind, 20o1), also provides an extended prelude that
highlights the places, activists and others who come to play key roles. Carter's beloved Greenwich Village
and what he calls its "queer geography," which enabled gay culture to form, flourish and consolidate itself,
emerges as an inimitable, finely detailed hero. But for Carter, the most audacious, energetic and enterprising
of riot participants were the drag queens, homeless queer youths and other gender transgressors whose
position on the farthest margins of society enabled their radical response to oppression. What they and others
managed to do, Carter renders with fresh care and enthusiasm, getting new quotes and offering unfamiliar
perspectives, such as the Mafia's role both as a patron of the gay scene in New York City (including the
Stonewall Inn, which it owned and operated) and as a blackmailer of famous homosexuals. He ends
appropriately with the emergence of the Gay Liberation Front and the Gay Activist Alliance, as well as the
first gay pride parade, held in June 1970. While it may distract readers interested only in the story of gay
liberation, Carter's logistical history of what gay author Edmund White called "our Bastille Day" will
become a permanent addition to the great histories of the civil rights era.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
In the late 1960s, homosexual sex was illegal in every state but Illinois; now the news routinely covers the
latest on gay marriages. So the subtitle says it all--or does it? The six days of riots sparked by police action in
the early morning of June 28, 1969, against a popular Greenwich Village gay bar, the Stonewall Inn,
constituted a homosexual "shot heard 'round the world" that transformed an American subculture. Carter's
carefully researched, well-crafted writing portrays Stonewall as part of a larger civil and human rights
movement and a spur to the gay rights movement. Stonewall precipitated great change--the formation of the
Gay Liberation Front and Gay Activists Alliance, for instance--and that leads Carter to examine the socio-
politico-cultural convergence that resulted in the riots. Hundred of interviews figure into Carter's thorough
exploration that dispels long-held myths and provides fresh facts about a freedom fight some liken to the fall
of the Berlin Wall. Whitney Scott
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

“A terrific piece of nonfiction, a satisfying and illuminating document that will be referred to time and
again.” ?The Advocate

“Considering all that went before, the ongoing repression and corruption, and the scent of social and political
liberation in the air, Carter's eloquent account makes it clear that something was bound to catch fire...A
complete, full-bodied portrait, with lots of flesh on the bones of a strong narrative structure.” ?Kirkus
Reviews

“No matter what you may believe about the event, you will gain new insights. Historically important and
socially significant.” ?Dallas Morning News

“A gripping, hour-by-hour reconstruction...this definitive account is long overdue but well worth the wait.”

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


?Richard Labonte, Bookmarks

“Stonewall presents a thorough and often compelling reconstruction of the nearly weeklong
protest...provides thoughtful and sometimes delightfully quirky details about the era's gay culture and
politics, Greenwich Village itself, and the New Yorkers - from mobsters to flame queens to cops - who that
morning stumbled into history.” ?Providence Journal-Bulletin

“A beautifully written, suspenseful narrative that also meets the toughest tests of academic research.” ?Bay
Area Reporter

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Norman Williams:

The book Stonewall: The Riots That Sparked the Gay Revolution make one feel enjoy for your spare time.
You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you
getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book Stonewall: The
Riots That Sparked the Gay Revolution being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like
open and read a guide Stonewall: The Riots That Sparked the Gay Revolution. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Gabrielle Oneal:

The book Stonewall: The Riots That Sparked the Gay Revolution can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like
a book Stonewall: The Riots That Sparked the Gay Revolution? Several of you have a different opinion
about publication. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now,
try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each
other; you are able to share all of these. Book Stonewall: The Riots That Sparked the Gay Revolution has
simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world
by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Christopher McCrady:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Stonewall: The Riots That
Sparked the Gay Revolution, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to
miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh
come on its called reading friends.



Janice Leon:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Stonewall: The Riots
That Sparked the Gay Revolution that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better
then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man
but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as
your good habit, you may pick Stonewall: The Riots That Sparked the Gay Revolution become your own
personal starter.
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