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This unique work takes a method of textual analysis commonly used in studies of
ancient Western and Eastern manuscripts and applies it to twenty-one early
Qur'an manuscripts. Keith Small analyzes a defined portion of text from the
Qur'an with two aims in view: to recover the earliest form of text for this portion,
and to trace the historical development of this portion to the current form of the
text of the Qur'an.

Small concludes that though a significantly early edited form of the consonantal
text of the Qur'an can be recovered, its original forms of text cannot be obtained.
He also documents the further editing that was required to record the Arabic text
of the Qur'an in a complete phonetic script, as well as providing an explanation
for much of the development of various recitation systems of the Qur'an. This
controversial, thought-provoking book provides a rigorous examination into the
history of the Qur'an and will be of great interest to Quranic Studies scholars.
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Small concludes that though a significantly early edited form of the consonantal text of the Qur'an can be
recovered, its original forms of text cannot be obtained. He also documents the further editing that was
required to record the Arabic text of the Qur'an in a complete phonetic script, as well as providing an
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Editorial Review

Review
This detailed study of a series of early manuscripts of the Qur'an is the first work to bring out the full
implications of several generations of scholarly activity in the area of Quranic textual studies. By situating
the manuscript evidence alongside the information provided by Islamic tradition, Small brings new insights
to the history of the development of a standardized text of the Qur'an. Employing processes of textual
criticism rigorously developed in New Testament studies, this work provides a fresh view of a controversial
topic that has rarely been broached before regarding the establishment of the written text of the Qur'an.
Small's work is certain to reignite a vigorous debate about how scholars assess the evidence provided by
written sources when faced with assertions concerning the primacy of simultaneous and robust oral
transmission. (Andrew Rippin, University of Victoria, Canada)

In this study, Keith Small applies the principles of textual analysis to twenty-two manuscripts?most of them
early?that contain Q. 14:35-41, which describes how Abraham settled his son?presumably Ishmael?in
Mecca. Based on a careful and systematic analysis of the manuscripts, Small traces the historical
development of the Qur'anic text from the rise of Islam until the 10th century CE. Comparison of the
manuscripts with the evidence of literary sources suggests that the text remained open and fluid during the
first half of the seventh century, and that the production of a standard text was not completed until the end of
that century. This editorial project, sponsored by the Umayyad caliphs, resulted in the destruction of most if
not all of the earliest manuscripts, with the result that it is currently impossible to recover the original form
of the text. This is an important contribution to scholarship on the Qur'an. (David S. Powers, Cornell
University)

Textual Criticism and Qur’an Manuscriptsby Keith E. Small should find a prominent place in libraries of
academic institutions involved in the field of qur’anic studies and the early period of Islam. . . .[I]t is a good
introduction for scholars new to the field. (Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations)

About the Author
Keith E. Small is an associate research fellow and visiting lecturer for the Centre for Islamic Studies and
Muslim-Christian Relations at the London School of Theology.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kevin Primeaux:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great and also important the book Textual Criticism and Qur'an Manuscripts.
All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.



Barbara Hall:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is known
to us that book is very important normally. The book Textual Criticism and Qur'an Manuscripts was making
you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for
you. The book Textual Criticism and Qur'an Manuscripts is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to
read your guide. Try to make relationship while using book Textual Criticism and Qur'an Manuscripts. You
never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Jeffrey Richard:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
wide range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you have when
the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is
Textual Criticism and Qur'an Manuscripts.

Robert Robertson:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes examining,
not only science book but also novel and Textual Criticism and Qur'an Manuscripts or perhaps others sources
were given information for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and
more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are helping them to
put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Textual Criticism and
Qur'an Manuscripts to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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