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The Destruction of the Bison explains the decline of the North American bison
population from an estimated 30 million in 1800 to fewer than 1000 a century
later. In this wide-ranging, interdisciplinary study, Andrew C. Isenberg argues
that the cultural and ecological encounter between Native Americans and
Euroamericans in the Great Plains was the central cause of the near extinction of
the bison. Drought and the incursion of domestic livestock and exotic species
such as horses into the Great Plains all threatened the Western ecosystem, which
was further destabilized as interactions between Native Americans and
Euroamericans created new types of hunters in both cultures: mounted Indian
nomads and white commercial hide hunters. In the early twentieth century,
nostalgia about the very cultural strife that first threatened the bison became,
ironically, an important impetus to its preservation.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Isenberg (history, Princeton) employs interdisciplinary methodology to explain the ecosocial factors that led
to the destruction of 30 million bison during a 50-year period. Tracing the movement of Native American
tribes from sedentary cultures to hunting societies that depended upon the horse to hunt bison on the Great
Plains, the author discusses the impact of Euroamerican economics on the Native peoples. Fur trading of the
18th century altered Plains culture, as did the 19th-century demand for bison hides. These encounters
between Native Americans and Euroamericans were the central cause of the near extinction of the bison.
Isenberg also considers other factors such as drought, disease, and the introduction of domestic livestock.
This case study of extinction and the preservation of a species will have a wide appeal and correlate with
such books as Shepard Krech's The Ecological Indian: Myth and History (LJ 8/99). Recommended for all
libraries.
-Patricia Ann Owens, Wabash Valley Coll., Mt. Carmel, IL
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"Thoroughly researched and well-written, The Destruction of the Bison is an example of modern
interdisciplinary scholarship that is not only convincing, analytical, and informative, but also a joy to read.
This book will prove valuable to the academic specialist, the student, and the general public." American
Studies International

"The Destruction of the Bison is an engaging, well-written, and lucid account of a story that has been told
many times, but is only now beginning to be truly understood." Peter S. Alagona, The Professional
Geographer

"Isenberg's well-researched and very readable environmental history provides a more compelling explanation
that acknowledges the interaction between a dynamic natural environment and the human societies that
inhabited it." Economic History

"...elegant....Isenberg has found an impressive array of sources for his history....a detailed, convincing
instance of how civilizations expand, it is profoundly instructive." William H. McNeill, The New York
Review of Books

"A well-researched, well-documented book, The Destruction of Bison is, best of all, a compelling read. It has
a narrative that sweeps the reader through the two hundred pages quickly. The book is, simply, an engrossing
history...the book remains one that students, academics, and many adults would learn from and enjoy. The
Destruction of Bison would be a good choice for academic libraries as well as for many public library
collections. Highly recommended." E-Streams

"This case study of extinction and the preservation of a species will have a wide appeal and correlate with
such books as Shepard Krech's The Ecological Indian: Myth and History. Recommended for all libraries."
Library Journal

"To be filed in this month's don't-judge-a-book-by-its title category....[Isenberg's] impassioned first book is
much more than an ecological history of American wildlife." Publisher's Weekly



"The book works well as a teaching tool: it reveals complex causation while maintaining clarity and
readability. As enviornmental history, the book is extremely satisfying...Isenberg appreciates the dynamism
of culture, economy, and environment on the Plains. His treatment of Indian experiences, though
overgeneralized, is still subtle and complex." Emily Greenwald, Journal of Interdisciplinary History

"The Destruction of the Bison is certain to stimulate discussion of its author's conclusions and likely to
remain a standard work of enviromental history for years to come." William A. Dobak The National
Archives Washington, DC

About the Author
Andrew C. Isenberg is Professor of History at Temple University. Isenberg's research interests include
environmental history, the history of the North American West, the United States from the late eighteenth to
the early twentieth century, and the encounter between Euroamericans and natives. He is the author of
Mining California: An Ecological History (2005) and the editor of The Nature of Cities: Culture, Landscape,
and Urban Space (2006).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Thibodeaux:

Within other case, little persons like to read book The Destruction of the Bison: An Environmental History,
1750-1920 (Studies in Environment and History). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book.
As long as we know about how is important a book The Destruction of the Bison: An Environmental
History, 1750-1920 (Studies in Environment and History). You can add expertise and of course you can
around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything!
From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until
wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet
gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Lisa Potter:

Here thing why this kind of The Destruction of the Bison: An Environmental History, 1750-1920 (Studies in
Environment and History) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good
however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The
Destruction of the Bison: An Environmental History, 1750-1920 (Studies in Environment and History)
giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that
similar with The Destruction of the Bison: An Environmental History, 1750-1920 (Studies in Environment
and History). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing
this happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like
in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in
bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Destruction of the Bison: An Environmental History, 1750-
1920 (Studies in Environment and History) in e-book can be your choice.



Bessie Starns:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be smart
in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can help
individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Destruction of the Bison: An
Environmental History, 1750-1920 (Studies in Environment and History) book as this book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it
you know.

Christopher Scoville:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the data about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are many
kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their skill in writing, they also
doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this The Destruction of the Bison: An
Environmental History, 1750-1920 (Studies in Environment and History).
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