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This study argues that to understand Socrates we must uncover and analyze his
religious views, since his philosophical and religious views are part of one
seamless whole. Mark McPherran provides a close analysis of the relevant
Socratic texts, an analysis that yields a comprehensive and original account of
Socrates' commitments to religion (e.g., the nature of the gods, the immortality of
the soul).

McPherran finds that Socrates was not only a rational philosopher of the first
rank, but a figure with a profoundly religious nature as well, believing in the
existence of gods vastly superior to ourselves in power and wisdom and sharing
other traditional religious commitments with his contemporaries. However,
Socrates was just as much a sensitive critic and rational reformer of both the
religious tradition he inherited and the new cultic incursions he encountered.
McPherran contends that Socrates saw his religious commitments as integral to
his philosophical mission of moral examination and, in turn, used the rationally
derived convictions underlying that mission to reshape the religious conventions
of his time. As a result, Socrates made important contributions to the rational
reformation of Greek religion, contributions that incited and informed the
theology of his brilliant pupil, Plato.
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This study argues that to understand Socrates we must uncover and analyze his religious views, since his
philosophical and religious views are part of one seamless whole. Mark McPherran provides a close analysis
of the relevant Socratic texts, an analysis that yields a comprehensive and original account of Socrates'
commitments to religion (e.g., the nature of the gods, the immortality of the soul).

McPherran finds that Socrates was not only a rational philosopher of the first rank, but a figure with a
profoundly religious nature as well, believing in the existence of gods vastly superior to ourselves in power
and wisdom and sharing other traditional religious commitments with his contemporaries. However, Socrates
was just as much a sensitive critic and rational reformer of both the religious tradition he inherited and the
new cultic incursions he encountered. McPherran contends that Socrates saw his religious commitments as
integral to his philosophical mission of moral examination and, in turn, used the rationally derived
convictions underlying that mission to reshape the religious conventions of his time. As a result, Socrates
made important contributions to the rational reformation of Greek religion, contributions that incited and
informed the theology of his brilliant pupil, Plato.
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Editorial Review

Review

“McPherran has no illusions that he will carry everyone with him in his conclusions. He is, of course,
thoroughly abreast of this scholarly literature, and gives excellent annotations of alternative views, which
enable one to disagree with him if one wishes. All he wants to do is to reassert the essential religiosity of this
extraordinary and complex figure, and I think that he has done that with admirable thoroughness.”

—John Dillion, Trinity College Dublin

“This well-produced book is the fullest and in some ways the best discussion of its topic available.”

—International Studies in Philosophy

“This book is by far the most comprehensive and searching study of Socrates's religious commitments and
their impact on his philosophy. McPherran painstakingly sorts through the testimonies of the relevant ancient
sources and provides important and often controversial new interpretations of them.”

—Nicholas D. Smith, Michigan State University

“McPherran's book is the best full-length study of Socratic religion currently available in English. It is well
written and well argued. It should be read by any serious student of Socratic philosophy or the religion of
fifth-century Athens.”

—Hugh H. Benson, University of Oklahoma

About the Author

Mark L. McPherran is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Maine at Farmington.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Debra Yarbrough:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To



be sure that book is very important for people. The book The Religion of Socrates ended up being making
you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what
advantages for you. The guide The Religion of Socrates is not only giving you a lot more new information
but also being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your
book. Try to make relationship while using book The Religion of Socrates. You never truly feel lose out for
everything should you read some books.

Lenora Dryer:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you that The Religion of Socrates book
as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Dale Randolph:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying The Religion of Socrates that give your fun
preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the
opportinity for people to know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated
constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be
success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick The
Religion of Socrates become your own starter.

Corey Watts:

You can find this The Religion of Socrates by check out the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing
it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not
only by simply written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era
just like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your own personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself
to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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