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Critics often warn that American schools are failing, and that our students are ill-
prepared for the challenges the future holds, and may even be "the dumbest
generation." We can think of these claims as warning about a Stupidity
Epidemic. This essay begins by tracing the history of the idea of that American
students, teachers, and schools are somehow getting worse; the record shows that
critics have been issuing such warnings for more than 150 years. It then examines
four sets of data that speak to whether educational deterioration is taking place.
First, data on educational attainment show a clear trend: more students are
getting more education. Second, standardized test scores suggest that American
students are performing somewhat better; certainly most test scores do not
indicate that students are getting worse. Third, measures of popular knowledge
also show evidence of improvement. Fourth, there is clear evidence that IQ
scores have been rising. In other words, the best available evidence fails to
support claims about a Stupidity Epidemic. The essay then turns to exploring
several reasons why belief in educational decline is so common, and concludes
by suggesting some more useful ways to think about educational problems.

The goal of this new, unique Series is to offer readable, teachable "thinking
frames" on today’s social problems and social issues by leading scholars, all in
short 60 page or shorter formats, and available for view on
http://routledge.customgateway.com/routledge-social-issues.html

For instructors teaching a wide range of courses in the social sciences, the
Routledge Social Issues Collection now offers the best of both worlds: originally
written short texts that provide "overviews" to important social issues as well as
teachable excerpts from larger works previously published by Routledge and
other presses.
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Critics often warn that American schools are failing, and that our students are ill-prepared for the challenges
the future holds, and may even be "the dumbest generation." We can think of these claims as warning about a
Stupidity Epidemic. This essay begins by tracing the history of the idea of that American students, teachers,
and schools are somehow getting worse; the record shows that critics have been issuing such warnings for
more than 150 years. It then examines four sets of data that speak to whether educational deterioration is
taking place. First, data on educational attainment show a clear trend: more students are getting more
education. Second, standardized test scores suggest that American students are performing somewhat better;
certainly most test scores do not indicate that students are getting worse. Third, measures of popular
knowledge also show evidence of improvement. Fourth, there is clear evidence that IQ scores have been
rising. In other words, the best available evidence fails to support claims about a Stupidity Epidemic. The
essay then turns to exploring several reasons why belief in educational decline is so common, and concludes
by suggesting some more useful ways to think about educational problems.

The goal of this new, unique Series is to offer readable, teachable "thinking frames" on today’s social
problems and social issues by leading scholars, all in short 60 page or shorter formats, and available for view
on http://routledge.customgateway.com/routledge-social-issues.html

For instructors teaching a wide range of courses in the social sciences, the Routledge Social Issues Collection
now offers the best of both worlds: originally written short texts that provide "overviews" to important social
issues as well as teachable excerpts from larger works previously published by Routledge and other presses.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Joel Best is Professor of Sociology and Criminal Justice at the University of Delaware. His work focuses on
deviance and the sociology of social problems. His most recent books are "Social Problems" (2008), "Stat-
Spotting: A Field Guide to Identifying Dubious Data" (2008), and "Everyone's a Winner: Life in Our
Congratulatory Culture" (2011).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Pillar:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day
every day to reading a book. The book The Stupidity Epidemic: Worrying About Students, Schools, and
America’s Future (Framing 21st Century Social Issues) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of
folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have
enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from
the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Floyd Wyatt:

The Stupidity Epidemic: Worrying About Students, Schools, and America’s Future (Framing 21st Century
Social Issues) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away
because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Stupidity Epidemic: Worrying About
Students, Schools, and America’s Future (Framing 21st Century Social Issues) yet doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of
it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Patsy Locke:

The book untitled The Stupidity Epidemic: Worrying About Students, Schools, and America’s Future
(Framing 21st Century Social Issues) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend
idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily
worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous author. The author provides you in the



new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or
gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the
e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.

Crystal Thomas:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update
of news. With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just in search of the The Stupidity Epidemic: Worrying About Students, Schools, and America’s Future
(Framing 21st Century Social Issues) when you needed it?
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