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"We thought we'd break those chains at last," sang the slaves, hoping such
spirituals would sustain them until the Confederacy surrendered and slavery was
gone forever. During the Civil War, blacks served in the Union army and navy
(although some fought for the South) and in Union-controlled camps, which
harbored fleeing slaves. Not all slaves escaped, but even those who remained
with their masters began to imagine a new life.
After the war, amendments to the Constitution abolished slavery, granted
citizenship to freed people, and gave African-American men the right to vote.
Freedom, blacks hoped, would also mean political equality and economic well-
being. Some moved from rural areas to cities in the South or North; others looked
to the West, where many African-American men became farmers or found work
as cattle-drive cooks and cowboys.
But many whites viewed freedom for African Americans as a threat, and they
responded by establishing white supremacy organizations such as the Ku Klux
Klan. Organized violence against blacks, along with poor agricultural conditions,
discrimination, and worsening economic times, guaranteed poverty for most
Southern blacks.
Although the tightly knit slave communities on the larger plantations began to
disperse, a sense of having shared interests and goals actually widened freed
people's vision of the meaning of community. Despite fierce white opposition,
African Americans established their own churches, schools, and other
associations and began to participate actively in government. Break Those
Chains at Last tells the story of these turbulent and complicated years, as African
Americans created the communities and organizations that survive to this day.
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"We thought we'd break those chains at last," sang the slaves, hoping such spirituals would sustain them until
the Confederacy surrendered and slavery was gone forever. During the Civil War, blacks served in the Union
army and navy (although some fought for the South) and in Union-controlled camps, which harbored fleeing
slaves. Not all slaves escaped, but even those who remained with their masters began to imagine a new life.
After the war, amendments to the Constitution abolished slavery, granted citizenship to freed people, and
gave African-American men the right to vote. Freedom, blacks hoped, would also mean political equality
and economic well-being. Some moved from rural areas to cities in the South or North; others looked to the
West, where many African-American men became farmers or found work as cattle-drive cooks and
cowboys.
But many whites viewed freedom for African Americans as a threat, and they responded by establishing
white supremacy organizations such as the Ku Klux Klan. Organized violence against blacks, along with
poor agricultural conditions, discrimination, and worsening economic times, guaranteed poverty for most
Southern blacks.
Although the tightly knit slave communities on the larger plantations began to disperse, a sense of having
shared interests and goals actually widened freed people's vision of the meaning of community. Despite
fierce white opposition, African Americans established their own churches, schools, and other associations
and began to participate actively in government. Break Those Chains at Last tells the story of these turbulent
and complicated years, as African Americans created the communities and organizations that survive to this
day.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 8 Up?Well-researched, immensely readable accounts that bring African American history to life.
Commendably, both authors rely heavily upon primary sources in addition to drawing on a number of
general histories and studies of the politics, social and economic conditions, and culture of blacks in
America. Frankel makes especially good use of quotations from interviews with former slaves done in the
1930s; Reconstruction Era pension examiners' interviews with Black Civil War widows; Freedmen's Bureau
records, etc. Kelley uses quotes from a variety of memoirs, biographies and autobiographies, oral histories,
etc., to examine, among other topics, the rebirth of black nationalism; the neoconservative movement; black
feminism; interethnic tensions; and the emergence of rap music and hip-hop culture. Black-and-white period
photographs, posters, prints, letters, and other artwork lend emphasis to salient points made in the texts. Both
books include a useful chronology and extensive lists for further reading; additionally, Frankel appends the
civil rights amendments to the U.S. Constitution. These titles, which are eminently suitable for general
readers, can stand-alone, serve as companions to the other volumes in the series, or complement books such
as the McKissacks' The Civil Rights Movement in America from 1865 to the Present (Childrens, 1991),
Alton Hornsby's Chronology of African American History (Gale, 1991), as well as Milton Meltzer's The
Black Americans: A History in Their Own Words, 1619-1983 (HarperCollins, 1984).?David A. Lindsey,
Lakewood High and Middle School Libraries, WA
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"Even when the issues are complex, the text remains clear and engaging.... This lively text is largely based
on interviews with former slaves and material from other primary sources."--The Book Report

"Frankel makes especially good use of quotations from interviews with former slaves done in the 1930s....
Can stand alone, serve as companions to the other volumes in the series, or complement other
books."--School Library Journal

About the Author

Noralee Frankel is Assistant Director on Women and Minorities at the American Historical Association.
She is the coeditor of Gender, Class, Race, and Reform in the Progressive Era and author of the forthcoming
Freedom's Women: Black Women in Mississippi in the Civil War Era.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Timothy Roesch:

In other case, little folks like to read book Break Those Chains at Last: African Americans 1860-1880: 5
(The Young Oxford History of African Americans). You can choose the best book if you love reading a
book. So long as we know about how is important any book Break Those Chains at Last: African Americans
1860-1880: 5 (The Young Oxford History of African Americans). You can add information and of course
you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until
wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet
product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Randall James:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is high.
For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Break Those Chains at Last: African
Americans 1860-1880: 5 (The Young Oxford History of African Americans) book as starter and daily
reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Michelle Gilbert:

Beside this kind of Break Those Chains at Last: African Americans 1860-1880: 5 (The Young Oxford
History of African Americans) in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't always
be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Break Those Chains
at Last: African Americans 1860-1880: 5 (The Young Oxford History of African Americans) because this
book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not get what it's about.
Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and also
read it from at this point!

Martin Herrin:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Break Those Chains at Last: African Americans
1860-1880: 5 (The Young Oxford History of African Americans) can give you a lot of good friends because
by you looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting
person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that
possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So ,
why hesitate? Let's have Break Those Chains at Last: African Americans 1860-1880: 5 (The Young Oxford
History of African Americans).
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