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"The definitive work on the West's water crisis." --Newsweek

The story of the American West is the story of a relentless quest for a precious
resource: water. It is a tale of rivers diverted and dammed, of political corruption
and intrigue, of billion-dollar battles over water rights, of ecological and
economic disaster. In his landmark book, Cadillac Desert, Marc Reisner writes
of the earliest settlers, lured by the promise of paradise, and of the ruthless tactics
employed by Los Angeles politicians and business interests to ensure the city's
growth. He documents the bitter rivalry between two government giants, the
Bureau of Reclamation and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, in the
competition to transform the West. Based on more than a decade of research,
Cadillac Desert is a stunning expose and a dramatic, intriguing history of the
creation of an Eden--an Eden that may only be a mirage.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
The definitive history of water resources in the American West, and a very illuminating lesson in the
political economy of limited resources anywhere. Highly recommended!

Review
"Masterful. . .Among the most influential environmental books published by an American since Silent
Spring."
--San Francisco Examiner 

"Essential background reading for anyone who cares about the drought ravaging the West and the region's
prospects for changing course before it is too late."
--Mark Hertsgaard, The Daily Beast

"Timely and of national interest. . . . Resiner captures Western water history in Cinemascope and
Technicolor. . . . lawmakers, taxpayers, hurry up and read this book."
--The Washington Post  

"The scale of this book is as staggering as that of Hoover Dam. Beautifully written and meticulously
researched, it spans our century-long effort to moisten the arid West. . . . Anyone thinking of moving west of
the hundredth meridian should read this book before they call their real estate agent."
--St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

"A revealing, absorbing, often amusing and alarming report on where billions of [taxpayers'] dollars have
gone-- and where a lot more are going . . . [Reisner] has put the story together in trenchant form."
--The New York Times Book Review  

About the Author
Marc Reisner worked for many years at the Natural Resources Defense Council. In 1979, he received an
Alicia J. Patterson Journalism Fellowship and began the research for Cadillac Desert. He was also the author
of Game Wars: The Undercover Pursuit of Wildlife Poachers and A Dangerous Place: California's
Unsettling Fate. Resisner died in 2000.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frederick Warren:

Here thing why this specific Cadillac Desert: The American West and Its Disappearing Water, Revised
Edition are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it depends in the
content than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Cadillac Desert: The American West and Its
Disappearing Water, Revised Edition giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find
any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with Cadillac Desert: The American West and Its
Disappearing Water, Revised Edition. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the



thing that happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Cadillac Desert: The American West and Its
Disappearing Water, Revised Edition in e-book can be your option.

Karen Moore:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject Cadillac Desert: The
American West and Its Disappearing Water, Revised Edition suitable to you? The particular book was
written by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Cadillac Desert: The American West and
Its Disappearing Water, Revised Editionis one of several books that will everyone read now. This particular
book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new age that you
ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily
to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

Lurline Silvester:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a guide. The book Cadillac Desert: The American West and Its Disappearing Water, Revised Edition
it is very good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this
book. In the event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You
can m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
features high quality.

Stephen Redmond:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see colorful images
on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this period,
many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this
Cadillac Desert: The American West and Its Disappearing Water, Revised Edition can make you experience
more interested to read.
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