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Chicago—whose motto is “City in a Garden”—is currently at the forefront of a
global movement to end the division between town and country. In Chicago’s
Urban Nature, Sally A. Kitt Chappell provides a beautifully illustrated guide to
the city’s stunning blend of nature and architecture.

At the heart of this new urban concept is the idea of connection, bringing
buildings and landscapes, culture and nature, commerce and leisure into an
energetic harmony. With Chicago’s Urban Nature in hand, you’ll see those
connections woven through the fabric of the city. Chappell provides new insights
into such historic Chicago sites as Jens Jensen’s Garfield Park Conservatory,
Frederick Law Olmsted’s Jackson Park, and Alfred Caldwell’s Lily Pond, then
takes us to the innovative contemporary green spaces they influenced, from City
Hall’s rooftop garden to the North Lawndale Green Youth Farm to Chicago’s
heralded new Millennium Park. These beautiful green spaces, with their
unprecedented melding of art, architecture, and ecology, have become far more
than places of escape for Chicagoans—they’re now fully integrated into the
urban scene, an essential part of the cultural life of the modern city.

Packed with maps and recommended tours, and bursting with splendid photos,
this is an essential guidebook for day-trippers, lifelong Chicago residents, and
professionals in landscape architecture, urbanism, and design.
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Chicago—whose motto is “City in a Garden”—is currently at the forefront of a global movement to end the
division between town and country. In Chicago’s Urban Nature, Sally A. Kitt Chappell provides a
beautifully illustrated guide to the city’s stunning blend of nature and architecture.

At the heart of this new urban concept is the idea of connection, bringing buildings and landscapes, culture
and nature, commerce and leisure into an energetic harmony. With Chicago’s Urban Nature in hand, you’ll
see those connections woven through the fabric of the city. Chappell provides new insights into such historic
Chicago sites as Jens Jensen’s Garfield Park Conservatory, Frederick Law Olmsted’s Jackson Park, and
Alfred Caldwell’s Lily Pond, then takes us to the innovative contemporary green spaces they influenced,
from City Hall’s rooftop garden to the North Lawndale Green Youth Farm to Chicago’s heralded new
Millennium Park. These beautiful green spaces, with their unprecedented melding of art, architecture, and
ecology, have become far more than places of escape for Chicagoans—they’re now fully integrated into the
urban scene, an essential part of the cultural life of the modern city.

Packed with maps and recommended tours, and bursting with splendid photos, this is an essential guidebook
for day-trippers, lifelong Chicago residents, and professionals in landscape architecture, urbanism, and
design.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Chicago is the city meant to be looked at. Justifying that with inspiring clarity, this book surveys the urban
vistas as the aesthetic unity of architecture and landscape—and raises the guidebook to new heights of the
genre.”

(William Conger, artist and professor emeritus, Northwestern University 2006-10-23)

“Sally A. Kitt Chappell’s Chicago’s Urban Nature is a must-read book about Chicago’s renowned landscape
heritage, from its famed parks and urban plazas to public gardens, campuses, and cemeteries. The book is
conveniently broken down into neighborhoods, many of which can be visited on foot. It will go a long way
toward sharing the urban treasures of this architecturally rich city.”
(Judith B. Tankard, author and landscape historian, Landscape Institute, Harvard University 2006-11-20)

“Park by park, Sally Kitt Chappell celebrates Chicago’s remarkable green infrastructure.  This paean to
urban nature is both a guide and a manifesto urgently promoting an ethic of civic stewardship.”
(Elizabeth Barlow Rogers, president, Foundation for Landscape Studies 2006-11-20)

“It’s about time! Move over Burnham, Sullivan and Wright and make room for Olmsted, Jensen and
Caldwell. Hats off to Sally Kitt Chappell who reveals, celebrates and knits together the landscape
architectural legacy of Chicago. I can’t wait to revisit these landscapes with this guidebook in hand.”
(Charles A. Birnbaum, founder and president, The Cultural Landscape Foundation 2006-11-25)

“Noted local historian Sally A. Kitt Chappell connects Chicago’s forefathers—those who granted it the
nickname ‘City in a Garden’—with the living eco-visionaries who gave us green roofs and Millennium
Park.”
(TimeOut Chicago 2007-06-01)

“This is a rich book woven with many unexpected strands: gorgeous new photos and historic images; hidden
places around the city alongside fresh insights on the familiar ones; maps and background pieces, along with
captions and essays. It ambitiously considers both architecture and landscape, not simply as two related
topics but as proof of the thesis that architecture and landscape uniquely merged in nineteenth-century
Chicago. That merger is a dynamic process, and Campbell is unafraid to make contemporary
observations. Note to Chicago’s Olympic Committee:  Here is Exhibit A for Chicago’s status as a global city
with long experience in welcoming the world.”
(Gary T. Johnson, President, Chicago History Museum 2007-07-05)

“[Chappell’s] personal response to Chicago’s built environment, and her enthusiasm for the city, informed
by her years of highly regarded scholarly research, is infectious, making this a book you can’t put down.
Chappell writes for four different audiences: tourists. Chicagoans, armchair travelers, and architecture,
landscape, and planning professionals. . . [Chappell’s] insights signify a long overdue shift in the
architectural history community from viewing landscape as mere background to seeing it in its proper
perspective as equal partner to architecture. . . . A beautifully designed book, a tactile and visual pleasure that
is small and flexible enough to carry in purse or backpack.”



(Barbara Geiger Landscape Architecture 2007-09-01)

“This book should take its place with the ample assortment of guides most Chicago architecture aficionados
have on their shelves. As the city becomes greener in the years to come, Chappell’s guide will become even
more necessary to understanding Chicago’s development in its entirety.”
(Edward Keegan Chicago Tribune 2007-09-27)

From the Inside Flap

Travel
Chicago, whose motto is “City in a Garden,” is at the forefront of a global urban greening movement.In
Chicago’s Urban Nature, Sally A. Kitt Chappell provides a beautiful guide to the city’s stunning blend of
nature and architecture.
            At the heart of this urban movement is the idea of connection, bringing buildings and landscapes,
culture and nature, commerce and leisure into an energetic harmony. With Chicago’s Urban Nature in hand,
you’ll see those connections woven through the fabric of the city. Chappell provides new insights into such
historic Chicago sites as Jens Jensen’s Garfield Park Conservatory, Frederick Law Olmsted’s Jackson Park,
and Alfred Caldwell’s Lily Pond, then takes us to innovative contemporary green spaces like the North
Lawndale Green Youth Farm and Millennium Park. These landscapes have become far more than places of
escape and retreat for Chicago’s residents—they are fully integrated into the urban scene, an essential part of
the cultural life of the modern city.
     Written in an engrossing narrative style, Chicago’s Urban Nature is both a guide to new ideas about what
a city can be as well as a guide to new places to visit.   Packed with maps and recommended tours as well as
splendid photographs, it is the ideal guide to Chicago’s urban landscape.
 
Sally A. Kitt Chappell is professor emerita of art history at DePaul University. A contributor to the New
York Times and other periodicals, she is also the author of the award-winning Architecture and Planning of
Graham, Anderson, Probst and White, 1912–1936 and Cahokia: Mirror of the Cosmos, both published by
the University of Chicago Press.

About the Author

Sally A. Kitt Chappell is professor emeritus of art and architecture at DePaul University. A contributor to
the New York Times and other periodicals, she is also the author of the award-winning Architecture and
Planning of Graham, Anderson, Probst, and White, 1912–1936 and Cahokia: Mirror of the Cosmos, both
published by the University of Chicago Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rita Dubois:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What did
you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question because just their can do
that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from
on guardería until university need this specific Chicago's Urban Nature: A Guide to the City's Architecture +
Landscape to read.



Shannon Silva:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be
learn. Chicago's Urban Nature: A Guide to the City's Architecture + Landscape can be your answer since it
can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Benjamin Torres:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Chicago's Urban Nature: A Guide to the City's
Architecture + Landscape was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
Chicago's Urban Nature: A Guide to the City's Architecture + Landscape has many kinds or type. Start from
kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you
are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy,
fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading which.

Ronald Dotson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Different
categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Chicago's Urban Nature: A Guide
to the City's Architecture + Landscape.
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