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At his new school, Jerry Flack is determined to stop being a dork and start being
a cool guy—but does this science nerd really have what it takes to be popular?
Jerry Flack is starting middle school in a new town where no one knows him and
he can be anybody he wants. Jerry has a plan: He is finally going to be cool. But
that turns out to be easier said than done. As his lies begin to pile up, Jerry knows
he’s going to slip up soon, and everyone will see him for who he really is. Can
Jerry keep the act going? Or is it possible that a dork can actually be . . . well,
cool?
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Gorman (The Marvelous Makeover of Lizard Flanagan) retreads Polonius's well-worn exhortation in this
familiar tale of a sixth-grader who wants to be "cool." When his family moves, science-loving Jerry resolves
to shed his "dork" image. Hence he starts at his new school in a blur, because he leaves his uncool glasses at
home. However, his vision isn't so fuzzy that he can't see and fall hard for gorgeous airhead Cinnamon, who,
in turn, is impressed by the handsome and equally vacuous Gabe. What's a dork to do? Under the unlikely
tutelage of classmate Brenda (who tells Jerry that it takes a dork to know one), he learns to rip his new jeans
fashionably and to strut, and with his new look and the self-promoting lies he spins, he's in like Flynn. The
only problem is that Jerry finds that he's happier with Brenda and the other science club members than with
Cinnamon's vapid crowd. It doesn't take much to figure out which group Jerry will ultimately decide to stick
with. The story is essentially amiable, but even though Gorman has one of the "cool" boys furtively express
an interest in science, the portrayal of good-looking kids as shallow ignoramuses and intellectuals as
unattractive misfits perpetuates stereotypes. Ages 8-12. (Sept.)
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 3-6-Jerry Flack is really smart-smart enough to have been labeled dork, geek, and nerd throughout his
school career. When his family moves to a new town, he sees the possibilities for a major lifestyle change.
Hiding his glasses in his backpack and his academic abilities behind ripped jeans and a cool-guy strut (which
he perfects in the mirror at home), Jerry manages to insinuate himself into the coolest group in the sixth
grade. He is puzzled and disappointed when life isn't as exciting as he expected, and he is unsure how to
respond when he's invited to join the science team, based on his outstanding record from his previous school.
Jerry loves science (he is even building a working hovercraft at home), but competing on the team is
definitely uncool. On the other hand, the science-team kids are more interesting to be around. It's a tough
choice, but in the end Jerry decides that being himself is a lot more fun than being cool. Dork in Disguise is
similar in setting, mood, and message to Gorman's The Miraculous Makeover of Lizard Flanagan
(HarperCollins, 1994), about a sixth-grade girl trying to reconcile her identity as a jock with the social
expectations that come along with entering middle school. As with that title, many readers will enjoy and
identify with this humorous story.
Susan L. Rogers, Chestnut Hill Academy, PA
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Jerry Flack has always scored high on the "dorkometer" of life, but this year, at a new school, he's
determined to get into the cool group. The first thing to go is his glasses. Cool guys do not wear glasses. On
the first day, a girl asks outright why he's not wearing them. She noticed his squinting and the dents on the
sides of his nose. Right away she's blown his cover. Jerry quickly discovers that Brenda McAdams reads him
like a book, but she's still friendly and even offers to help him change his image. After telling a few lies
about himself, Jerry is soon "in." But there's a cost: he absolutely adores science, but he can't be on the
science team. He also has to keep lying, and he can't be true to the feelings he begins to have for Brenda. In
this hilarious novel, wonderfully constructed and beautifully paced, Jerry and Brenda are believable, as is
their friendship, which Jerry fortunately chooses instead of maintaining his guise. Shelley Townsend-Hudson
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Detra Satterwhite:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting
problem; you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Dork in Disguise (Volume 1). Try to make book
Dork in Disguise (Volume 1) as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense
alone and beside that of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know everything by the
book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Desmond Goforth:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Dork in Disguise
(Volume 1) book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Paul Day:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled Dork in Disguise (Volume 1) can be fine book
to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Ida Acord:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of
news. In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just searching for the Dork in Disguise (Volume 1) when you essential it?
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