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"When Mai's family discovers that Vietnam government soldiers will soon
apprehend her father and grandmother, the family slips away in the night. They
trudge through the swamps of the Mekong Delta toward the sea. The gut-
wrenching trip to Hong Kong is just another step toward a new life, which the
family eventually finds. Whelan's characters are distinctive, and her story is
riveting, haunting, and memorable, reflecting the human virtues of determination,
hope, love, and courage in the face of the most devastating of circumstances and
injustices."--Booklist.  
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Whelan's ( Bringing the Farmhouse Home ; Hannah ) latest novel examines the monumental struggle and
privation that a group of people must endure to escape political and economic oppression in contemporary
Vietnam. Thirteen-year-old Mai is frightened and distraught to learn that her parents have planned to leave
their home and secure passage to Hong Kong. But with hopes of freedom and prosperity to spur them on,
Mai and her relatives cram themselves onto a barely seaworthy boat captained by a crusty, greedy man. The
voyage is difficult at best: food and water are scarce; illness, lice, rats and blazing sun plague the debilitated
passengers. When they finally reach Hong Kong, the challenges of a police inspection and a camp filled with
thousands of other refugees await them. Although it chronicles many brutal realities, Whelan's story
maintains an air of cool composure. Mai is the perfect narrator through whom to introduce a large cast of
unusual, sympathetic characters; her emotional control and keen observations prove to be a source of calm in
the storm that swirls around her. Readers will be introduced to elements of a new culture and made painfully
aware of social conditions in other parts of the world. Ages 8-12.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 4-8-- Since the grandmother faces arrest in present-day Vietnam for following the old religion and
practicing healing, the Vinh family decides to flee their small rice-growing village in the Mekong Delta and
escape by sea to Hong Kong. With his skills as a mechanic, the father has secured their passage on a small
boat. In a first-person narrative, 13-year-old Mai relates their odyssey. Before boarding the boat, the Vinhs
become acquainted with a female doctor and her daughter from Ho Chi Minh City (formerly Saigon).
Whelan uses this relationship to set off Vietnamese rural life against the urban, the old traditions against the
new. Perhaps because of this emphasis on imparting information, the plot is not as significant as it could be,
and many of the characters are stock figures. Nonetheless, the book describes well the hardships many of
America's newest refugees have endured and is one of the few accounts available on Vietnam's boat people.
--Diane S. Marton, Arlington Coun ty Library, VA
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Inside Flap
"When Mai's family discovers that Vietnam government soldiers will soon apprehend her father and
grandmother, the family slips away in the night. They trudge through the swamps of the Mekong Delta
toward the sea. The gut-wrenching trip to Hong Kong is just another step toward a new life, which the family
eventually finds. Whelan's characters are distinctive, and her story is riveting, haunting, and memorable,
reflecting the human virtues of determination, hope, love, and courage in the face of the most devastating of
circumstances and injustices."--"Booklist.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Amber Orlowski:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways to



share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Goodbye, Vietnam, it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve.
Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

John Bullard:

The reason why? Because this Goodbye, Vietnam is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting
for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it
was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the inside easier
to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than
the other book include such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to
hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Thelma Martin:

This Goodbye, Vietnam is brand-new way for you who has fascination to look for some information given it
relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who
still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Goodbye, Vietnam can be the light food to suit your needs
because the information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books create itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book form make them
feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-
book type for your better life as well as knowledge.

Karen Baskin:

You can find this Goodbye, Vietnam by go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could
possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are
various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In
the modern era just like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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