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In the face of an outpouring of research on Holocaust history, Holocaust Angst
takes an innovative approach. It explores how Germans perceived and reacted to
how Americans publicly commemorated the Holocaust. It argues that a network
of mostly conservative West German officials and their associates in private
organizations and foundations, with Chancellor Kohl located at its center,
perceived themselves as the "victims" of the afterlife of the Holocaust in
America. They were concerned that public manifestations of Holocaust memory,
such as museums, monuments, and movies, could severely damage the Federal
Republic's reputation and even cause Americans to question the Federal
Republic's status as an ally. From their perspective, American Holocaust
memorial culture constituted a stumbling block for (West) German-American
relations since the late 1970s.

Providing the first comprehensive, archival study of German efforts to cope with
the Nazi past vis-à-vis the United States up to the 1990s, this book uncovers the
fears of German officials-some of whom were former Nazis or World War II
veterans-about the impact of Holocaust memory on the reputation of the Federal
Republic and reveals their at times negative perceptions of American Jews.
Focusing on a variety of fields of interaction, ranging from the diplomatic to the
scholarly and public spheres, the book unearths the complicated and often
contradictory process of managing the legacies of genocide on an international
stage. West German decision makers realized that American Holocaust memory
was not an "anti-German plot" by American Jews and acknowledged that they
could not significantly change American Holocaust discourse. In the end,
German confrontation with American Holocaust memory contributed to a more
open engagement on the part of the West German government with this memory
and eventually rendered it a "positive resource" for German self-representation
abroad.

Holocaust Angst offers new perspectives on postwar Germany's place in the
world system as well as the Holocaust culture in the United States and the role of
transnational organizations.

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0190237821
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0190237821
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0190237821


 Download Holocaust Angst: The Federal Republic of Germany a ...pdf

 Read Online Holocaust Angst: The Federal Republic of Germany ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0190237821
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0190237821
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0190237821
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0190237821
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0190237821
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0190237821
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0190237821
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0190237821


Holocaust Angst: The Federal Republic of Germany and
American Holocaust Memory since the 1970s

By Jacob S. Eder

Holocaust Angst: The Federal Republic of Germany and American Holocaust Memory since the 1970s
By Jacob S. Eder

In the face of an outpouring of research on Holocaust history, Holocaust Angst takes an innovative approach.
It explores how Germans perceived and reacted to how Americans publicly commemorated the Holocaust. It
argues that a network of mostly conservative West German officials and their associates in private
organizations and foundations, with Chancellor Kohl located at its center, perceived themselves as the
"victims" of the afterlife of the Holocaust in America. They were concerned that public manifestations of
Holocaust memory, such as museums, monuments, and movies, could severely damage the Federal
Republic's reputation and even cause Americans to question the Federal Republic's status as an ally. From
their perspective, American Holocaust memorial culture constituted a stumbling block for (West) German-
American relations since the late 1970s.

Providing the first comprehensive, archival study of German efforts to cope with the Nazi past vis-à-vis the
United States up to the 1990s, this book uncovers the fears of German officials-some of whom were former
Nazis or World War II veterans-about the impact of Holocaust memory on the reputation of the Federal
Republic and reveals their at times negative perceptions of American Jews. Focusing on a variety of fields of
interaction, ranging from the diplomatic to the scholarly and public spheres, the book unearths the
complicated and often contradictory process of managing the legacies of genocide on an international stage.
West German decision makers realized that American Holocaust memory was not an "anti-German plot" by
American Jews and acknowledged that they could not significantly change American Holocaust discourse. In
the end, German confrontation with American Holocaust memory contributed to a more open engagement on
the part of the West German government with this memory and eventually rendered it a "positive resource"
for German self-representation abroad.

Holocaust Angst offers new perspectives on postwar Germany's place in the world system as well as the
Holocaust culture in the United States and the role of transnational organizations.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This fascinating book shows how Holocaust memory in Germany was transformed from a burden to a
special responsibility. Engagement with America, stereotypes about Jews, Cold War calculations, and
scholarly integrity emerge as key factors in Eder's provocative analysis. Insightful, original, and meticulously
researched, this is contemporary, transnational history at its best."-Doris L. Bergen, author of War and
Genocide: A Concise History of the Holocaust

"Eder is the first historian to have exploited a wide variety of archival sources, most notably documentation
of the Helmut Kohl government regarding its 'politics of history' and the internal records of the body that was
responsible for planning the U.S. Holocaust Museum in Washington. What emerges from this research is a
picture of a German leadership that was obsessed by fears that the emergence of Holocaust memory culture
in the United States would threaten Germany's interests and reputation. Eder has produced an excellent and
thoroughly original work of scholarship that should be read by anyone who wants to understand post-1945
German efforts to 'come to terms with the past.'"-Alan E. Steinweis, University of Vermont

"In Holocaust Angst Jacob Eder ably examines the confrontation of the West German government led by
Chancellor Helmut Kohl with American Jewish organizations in the 1980s and 1990s. He draws on
published and archival sources to shed light on the Bitburg controversy, West German policy toward Israel
and the Middle East, efforts to influence themes in the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in
Washington, D.C. and policy toward the nature of memorials to the Holocaust in West Germany. Part of
Eder's distinctive and important contribution is to underscore the trans-Atlantic dimensions of what is often
told as a strictly internal, West German history."'-Jeffrey Herf, University of Maryland

"Sheds an unusual and intriguing light on the hidden politics of history under West German Chancellor Kohl,
and reveals continuing sensitivities among the German political elite concerning the 'Americanization' of the
Holocaust in the 1980s and 1990s. An important book which illuminates the significance of behind the
scenes German-American relations at this time."-Mary Fulbrook, author of Dissonant Lives: Generations
and Violence through the German Dictatorships

About the Author

Jacob S. Eder is a research fellow and lecturer at the Friedrich-Schiller-University Jena. His dissertation
received the Fraenkel Prize in Contemporary History of the Wiener Library, the Marko Feingold Dissertation
Prize in Jewish Studies of the University of Salzburg, and the Betty M. Unterberger Dissertation Prize of the
Society for Historians of American Foreign Relations.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Blackwell:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read will be Holocaust Angst: The Federal Republic of Germany and American Holocaust Memory since the
1970s.

Judy Williams:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Holocaust Angst: The Federal
Republic of Germany and American Holocaust Memory since the 1970s, you could enjoy both. It is good
combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout
men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Heidi Garcia:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be examine.
Holocaust Angst: The Federal Republic of Germany and American Holocaust Memory since the 1970s can
be your answer given it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Juana Kitchen:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is Holocaust Angst: The Federal Republic of Germany and American
Holocaust Memory since the 1970s this book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world
now. This specific book was represented how do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value
to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this book. That is
why this book suitable all of you.
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