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In the first part of Foakes's introduction, the editor examines King Lear as it is
read in the mind versus how it is performed on the stage, analyzing historical
productions and certain elements of the play that shine in performance but not in
text, and vice versa. This section also explores how and why the play has invited
so many interpretations, in reading and performance, since its inception. The next
part of the introduction considers trends in the criticism and staging of the play,
such as the recent shift of favor from redemptive to bleak readings. Foakes then
addresses the dating of the play, the differences among the Quarto and Folio
texts, and whether these changes are mere discrepancies or intentional revisions.
Finally, the editor discusses the casting of the play and explains notable usages in
his edition. There are two appendices that follow the play: the first examines two
textual problems that are particularly difficult to interpret, and the second
explains differences in lineation between the Quarto and Folio editions, which
resulted from confusion whether certain lines were in prose or verse. This edition
also includes lists of illustrations, abbreviations, and references, as well as a
general editors' preface and an index.

The Arden Shakespeare has developed a reputation as the pre-eminent critical
edition of Shakespeare for its exceptional scholarship, reflected in the
thoroughness of each volume. An introduction comprehensively contextualizes
the play, chronicling the history and culture that surrounded and influenced
Shakespeare at the time of its writing and performance, and closely surveying
critical approaches to the work. Detailed appendices address problems like dating
and casting, and analyze the differing Quarto and Folio sources. A full
commentary by one or more of the play's foremost contemporary scholars
illuminates the text, glossing unfamiliar terms and drawing from an abundance of
research and expertise to explain allusions and significant background
information. Highly informative and accessible, Arden offers the fullest
experience of Shakespeare available to a reader.
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In the first part of Foakes's introduction, the editor examines King Lear as it is read in the mind versus how it
is performed on the stage, analyzing historical productions and certain elements of the play that shine in
performance but not in text, and vice versa. This section also explores how and why the play has invited so
many interpretations, in reading and performance, since its inception. The next part of the introduction
considers trends in the criticism and staging of the play, such as the recent shift of favor from redemptive to
bleak readings. Foakes then addresses the dating of the play, the differences among the Quarto and Folio
texts, and whether these changes are mere discrepancies or intentional revisions. Finally, the editor discusses
the casting of the play and explains notable usages in his edition. There are two appendices that follow the
play: the first examines two textual problems that are particularly difficult to interpret, and the second
explains differences in lineation between the Quarto and Folio editions, which resulted from confusion
whether certain lines were in prose or verse. This edition also includes lists of illustrations, abbreviations,
and references, as well as a general editors' preface and an index.

The Arden Shakespeare has developed a reputation as the pre-eminent critical edition of Shakespeare for
its exceptional scholarship, reflected in the thoroughness of each volume. An introduction comprehensively
contextualizes the play, chronicling the history and culture that surrounded and influenced Shakespeare at the
time of its writing and performance, and closely surveying critical approaches to the work. Detailed
appendices address problems like dating and casting, and analyze the differing Quarto and Folio sources. A
full commentary by one or more of the play's foremost contemporary scholars illuminates the text, glossing
unfamiliar terms and drawing from an abundance of research and expertise to explain allusions and
significant background information. Highly informative and accessible, Arden offers the fullest experience
of Shakespeare available to a reader.
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Editorial Review

Review
'By far the best edition of King Lear - in respect of both textual and other matters - that we now have.' --
John Lyon, English Language Notes

About the Author

R. A. Foakes is Professor Emeritus at the University of California, Los Angeles. He has also taught or held
fellowships at Yale, Birmingham, Durham, Kent, Toronto, the University of California, Santa Barbara, and
the Australian National University, Canberra. He has written extensively on King Lear in his book, Hamlet
versus Lear: Cultural Politics and Shakespeare's Art.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeraldine Thurman:

The event that you get from King Lear (Arden Shakespeare: Third Series) will be the more deep you
searching the information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to understand but King Lear (Arden Shakespeare: Third Series) giving you joy
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply
anyone who read that because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific King Lear (Arden Shakespeare:
Third Series) instantly.

Michael Hamrick:

The particular book King Lear (Arden Shakespeare: Third Series) has a lot info on it. So when you read this
book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research before write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over
this book.

Ollie Brooks:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and
soon. The King Lear (Arden Shakespeare: Third Series) offer you a new experience in examining a book.



Jocelyn Harper:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
Through the book King Lear (Arden Shakespeare: Third Series) we can consider more advantage. Don't that
you be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book King Lear (Arden Shakespeare:
Third Series). You can more desirable than now.
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