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Seven Theories of Religion introduces a sequence of "classic" attempts to explain
religion scientifically, presenting each in brief outline and in non-technical
language. It considers first the views of E.B. Tylor and James Frazer, two
Victorian pioneers in anthropology and the comparative study of religion. It
explores the controversial "reductionist" approaches of Freud, Marx, and Emile
Durkheim, then explains the program of their most outspoken opponent, the
Romanian-American scholar Mircea Eliade. Further on, it examines certain
newer methods and ideas advanced by the English ethnographer E.E. Evans-
Pritchard and by the American Clifford Geertz, two of the present century's most
celebrated names in fieldwork anthropology. Each chapter offers biographical
background, exposition of the theory, comparative analysis, and critical
assessment. Easily accessible to students in introductory religion courses, Seven
Theories of Religion is an enlightening treatment of this controversial and
fascinating subject.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Excellent overview! I appreciated the concise summaries and appropriate bibliographies."--Stacy Patty,
Lubbock Christian College

"An excellent teaching tool for serious students."--Ned Rosenbaum, Dickinson College

"It's an excellent intro to matters at the heart of religious studies."--Timothy Miller, University of Kansas

"An excellent collection introducing major theories on the natures religion".--Charles A. Kimball, Furman
University--Greenville

"Pals provides an incisive and lucid overview of seven of the most influential modern theories of religion.
Cutting across disciplinary lines and cutting out disciplinary jargon, his book will prove invaluable for
introductory and advanced courses on the nature of religion." --Robert Segal, Lancaster University

"Sifting the ambitions, contributions, and confusions of the most influential students of religion is
exhilarating indeed: Pals is a superb tutor, his text an immensely readable tour through some tough territory.
This is a judicious, enlightening, and spirited introduction."--Peter Iver Kaufman, University of North
Carolina--Chapel Hill

"An excellent review of some of the major interpretations of religion in the 20th century".--P. Mirecki,
University of Kansas--Lawrence

"An excellent introduction. Fair to each theory, yet enables students to identify and analyze critical
perspectives."--Robert Ellwood, University of Southern California--Los Angeles

"A very useful introduction to some classic scientific investigations of religion. A must for the bookshelf of
any serious scholar."--Robert Reed, Ohio State University

"An excellent book for a class on comparative world religions. It gives a sound theoretical basis for the study
of non-Western religions."--Rev. Charles Lockett, Wilberforce University

About the Author
Daniel L. Pals is at University of Miami.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Della Richardson:

The book Seven Theories of Religion can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book Seven Theories of Religion?
Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that,



you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Seven Theories of Religion has simple shape
but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by open and
read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Eddie Nelson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Seven Theories of Religion is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Cora Spillane:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
large amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do
you possess when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically
the book you have read is definitely Seven Theories of Religion.

Johnny Grady:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of
news. In this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the Seven Theories of Religion when you essential it?
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