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Is Hamlet really mad or is the world mad? Is Othello merely gullible or is there
something about his place in society that makes him vulnerable? Why can there
be no happy ending to King Lear? In this radical approach to Shakespearean
tragedy, Fintan O'Toole, Ireland's foremost theater critic, shows how
Shakespeare's plays have been made unintelligible to modern students. O'Toole
explains that the plays have been filtered through a series of ideas that have less
to do with what Shakespeare actually wrote than with Victorian interpretations of
the plots and characters. O'Toole challenges the traditional approach to the study
of four key tragedies—Hamlet, Othello, King Lear, and Macbeth—and provides
an entertaining appreciation of the dramatic qualities of each. This is a
provocative and accessible guide for students, teachers, and anyone interested in
gaining a fresh insight into the world's greatest playwright.
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society that makes him vulnerable? Why can there be no happy ending to King Lear? In this radical approach
to Shakespearean tragedy, Fintan O'Toole, Ireland's foremost theater critic, shows how Shakespeare's plays
have been made unintelligible to modern students. O'Toole explains that the plays have been filtered through
a series of ideas that have less to do with what Shakespeare actually wrote than with Victorian interpretations
of the plots and characters. O'Toole challenges the traditional approach to the study of four key
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interested in gaining a fresh insight into the world's greatest playwright.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Fintan O'Toole was born in Dublin in 1958. He has been a columnist and critic with the Irish Times since
1988 and is drama critic of the Daily News in New York. His books include A Traitor's Kiss: The Life of
Richard Brinsley Sheridan, also published by Granta Books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Geraldine Schrader:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider if those
information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you
have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take Shakespeare Is Hard, But So Is Life: A Radical Guide to Shakespearean
Tragedy as your daily resource information.

Albertha Lemons:

This book untitled Shakespeare Is Hard, But So Is Life: A Radical Guide to Shakespearean Tragedy to be
one of several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it through online.
The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from
your list.

Johanna Land:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this Shakespeare Is Hard, But So Is Life: A Radical Guide to Shakespearean Tragedy, it is possible to
tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make
them reading a guide.



Thomas Schroeder:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what kinds of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds
of us novel, comics, and soon. The Shakespeare Is Hard, But So Is Life: A Radical Guide to Shakespearean
Tragedy provide you with a new experience in reading a book.
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