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Mary Anning was only twelve years old when, in 1811, she discovered the first
dinosaur skeleton--of an ichthyosaur--while fossil hunting on the cliffs of Lyme
Regis, England. Until Mary's incredible discovery, it was widely believed that
animals did not become extinct. The child of a poor family, Mary became a fossil
hunter, inspiring the tongue-twister, "She Sells Sea Shells by the Seashore." She
attracted the attention of fossil collectors and eventually the scientific world.
Once news of the fossils reached the halls of academia, it became impossible to
ignore the truth. Mary's peculiar finds helped lay the groundwork for Charles
Darwin's theory of evolution, laid out in his On the Origin of Species. Darwin
drew on Mary's fossilized creatures as irrefutable evidence that life in the past
was nothing like life in the present.

A story worthy of Dickens, The Fossil Hunter chronicles the life of this young
girl, with dirt under her fingernails and not a shilling to buy dinner, who became
a world-renowned paleontologist. Dickens himself said of Mary: "The carpenter's
daughter has won a name for herself, and deserved to win it."

Here at last, Shelley Emling returns Mary Anning, of whom Stephen J. Gould
remarked, is "probably the most important unsung (or inadequately sung)
collecting force in the history of paleontology," to her deserved place in history.
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Mary Anning was only twelve years old when, in 1811, she discovered the first dinosaur skeleton--of an
ichthyosaur--while fossil hunting on the cliffs of Lyme Regis, England. Until Mary's incredible discovery, it
was widely believed that animals did not become extinct. The child of a poor family, Mary became a fossil
hunter, inspiring the tongue-twister, "She Sells Sea Shells by the Seashore." She attracted the attention of
fossil collectors and eventually the scientific world. Once news of the fossils reached the halls of academia, it
became impossible to ignore the truth. Mary's peculiar finds helped lay the groundwork for Charles Darwin's
theory of evolution, laid out in his On the Origin of Species. Darwin drew on Mary's fossilized creatures as
irrefutable evidence that life in the past was nothing like life in the present.

A story worthy of Dickens, The Fossil Hunter chronicles the life of this young girl, with dirt under her
fingernails and not a shilling to buy dinner, who became a world-renowned paleontologist. Dickens himself
said of Mary: "The carpenter's daughter has won a name for herself, and deserved to win it."

Here at last, Shelley Emling returns Mary Anning, of whom Stephen J. Gould remarked, is "probably the
most important unsung (or inadequately sung) collecting force in the history of paleontology," to her
deserved place in history.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Emling writes with a style that makes The Fossil Hunter very hard to put down before reaching the last
page.” ?Winnepeg Free Press

“Readable, journalistic, Emling's amply footnoted book skillfully puts Anning's work into the scientific and
sociological context.” ?The New York Times

“Released just weeks after Tracy Chevalier's fictional account of Anning's life, Emling's account pays tribute
to Anning in an original and gripping historical biography.” ?Financial Times

“Dinosaurs are astonishing today -- and we've had several hundred years of biology to help us absorb the
shock. Imagine the shock caused by these monster creatures discovered and presented by a poor, twelve-year
old girl, in the early 19th century. This is the remarkable story that Emling tells so well, evoking a world far
from ours that in just a few years took a destitute pre-teen scavenging the crumbling cliffs of Lyme Regis to
the pages of the leading scientific journals of her time.” ?Peter Galison, author of Einstein's Clock's and
Poincare's Maps and Joseph Pellegrino University Professor, Harvard University

“Shelley Emling vividly brings to life the fascinating story of Mary Anning, the greatest fossil hunter of the
early nineteenth century. Anning single-handedly recovered an extraordinary collection of fossils of marine
and flying reptiles that helped shape the way we now see the incredibly long history of life on Earth. With
this enjoyable book, Emling gives Anning her deserved place in history.” ?Hans Sues, Associate Director of
Research and Collections, National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution

“The Fossil Hunter at long last brings to life one of the central figures in the early golden age of
paleontological discovery -- a woman of great diligence, and passion, and with a keen eye for fossil bone in
the rock. As a young child, I was greatly inspired by Mary Anning. As an adult, working paleontologist, I
remain so, a conviction doubtless reinforced by Shelley Emling's fascinating book.” ?Michael Novacek,
Provost, American Museum of Natural History

“Emling does an excellent job of knitting together a highly readable title on her life, reaching into sources for
Anning's contemporaries and scientific publications from the time which describes the fossils she found. It is
rare that readers discover someone like them who changed the world. That's Mary Anning however, and as
Shelley Emling shows, it wasn't easy. But she did it anyway and now, at last, we can appreciate how.”
?Bookslut

“Emling tells a fascinating tale. . . she marshals an immense amount of information about the world of 19th-
century geology and paleontology, detailing the controversies about the meaning of the layers of rock and the
increasing evidence that animals can indeed become extinct. . . Valuable because it trains a well-deserved
spotlight on Anning, explicates some of the philosophical dilemmas of 19th-century science, and
incidentally, also notes several other women who became expert fossil hunters and collectors.” ?The
Washington Times

“A well-written book is one of the most effective, and enjoyable, ways to become acquainted with the
women who made such gains in history, but have yet to be fully recognized for their significant



contributions. Shelley Emling has written such a book.” ?National Women's History Project

“We know so much because of Mary Anning, but as Emling makes clear, we sadly know very little about
Mary Anning, something the author does a wonderful job of changing here.” ?Bookslut

“In this breezy biography...the unlikely life story of uneducated, lower-class girl turned respected 19th-
century paleontologist Mary Anning is, in Emling's hands, an inspiring one.” ?Bust

About the Author

Shelley Emling has been a journalist for twenty years. She is a foreign correspondent for Cox Newspapers,
and her work has appeared in The New York Times, Fortune, USA Today, and The International Herald
Tribune. She lives in London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Georgetta Watson:

The book The Fossil Hunter: Dinosaurs, Evolution, and the Woman Whose Discoveries Changed the World
(MacSci) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good
thing like a book The Fossil Hunter: Dinosaurs, Evolution, and the Woman Whose Discoveries Changed the
World (MacSci)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give
many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Fossil
Hunter: Dinosaurs, Evolution, and the Woman Whose Discoveries Changed the World (MacSci) has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by
start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Rudy Hendren:

This The Fossil Hunter: Dinosaurs, Evolution, and the Woman Whose Discoveries Changed the World
(MacSci) usually are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why
of this The Fossil Hunter: Dinosaurs, Evolution, and the Woman Whose Discoveries Changed the World
(MacSci) can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This
book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and
printed people. Beside that this The Fossil Hunter: Dinosaurs, Evolution, and the Woman Whose Discoveries
Changed the World (MacSci) giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you
demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Richard Kowalski:

The publication with title The Fossil Hunter: Dinosaurs, Evolution, and the Woman Whose Discoveries
Changed the World (MacSci) posesses a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of



profit after read this book. That book exist new understanding the information that exist in this publication
represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of
the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-
book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Michael Robinson:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer could be The Fossil Hunter: Dinosaurs, Evolution, and the Woman Whose Discoveries
Changed the World (MacSci) why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will
not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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