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Stephen Oppenheimer's extraordinary scientific detective story combining
genetics, linguistics, archaeology and historical record shatters the myths we
have come to live by. It demonstrates that the Anglo-Saxon invasions contributed
just a tiny fraction (5%) to the English gene pool. Two thirds of the English
people reveal an unbroken line of genetic descent from south-western Europeans
arriving long before the first farmers. The bulk of the remaining third arrived
between 7,000 and 3,000 years ago as part of long-term north-west European
trade and immigration, especially from Scandinavia - and may have brought with
them the earliest forms of English language. As for the Celts - the Irish, Scots
and Welsh - history has traditionally placed their origins in Iron Age Central
Europe. Oppenheimer's genetic synthesis shows them to have arrived via the
Atlantic coastal route from Ice Age refuges including the Basque country; with
the modern languages we call Celtic arriving later. There is indeed a deep divide
between the English and the rest of the British. But as this book reveals the
division is many thousands of years older than previously thought.
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Editorial Review

Review
Be prepared to have all your cherished notions of English history and Britishness swept away. Clive Gamble
The historians' account is wrong in almost every detail. In Dr Oppenheimer's reconstruction of events, the
principal ancestors of today's British and Irish populations arrived from Spain about 16,000 years ago. New
York Times He upends some of the most deeply rooted notions of where the British people come from, and
does so in a clear, painstaking and detailed way. The result is both fascinating and unexpected. Geographical
Particularly illuminating ... The author carefully lays out the genetic data that show how three-quarters of
Britishness dates to the repopulation after the northern ice sheets last retreated, and takes us through a
fascinating investigation of what this means for some cherished notions of Britishness. Nature

About the Author
Stephen Oppenheimer of the University of Oxford is a leading expert in the use of DNA to track migrations
and his previous book Out of Eden: The Peopling of the World rewrote the prehistory of man's early
colonization of the world. He is also the author of Eden in the East: The Drowned Continent of Southeast
Asia, which challenged the orthodox view of the origins of Polynesians as rice farmers from Taiwan.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Yasmin Parker:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book The Origins of the British: The New Prehistory of
Britain. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important a book The Origins of the British: The New Prehistory of Britain. You can add knowledge and of
course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet
system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Richard Haley:

The event that you get from The Origins of the British: The New Prehistory of Britain is a more deep you
rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to be aware of but The Origins of the British: The New Prehistory of Britain giving you
buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by
simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also
makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go together with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that The Origins of the British:
The New Prehistory of Britain instantly.



Edna Barnett:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get large amount
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare
time, often the book you have read is The Origins of the British: The New Prehistory of Britain.

Rachel Daniels:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more
time to be go through. The Origins of the British: The New Prehistory of Britain can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.
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