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How does an infinite God relate to finite human beings?  How does the death of
Jesus Christ bring about human salvation?  How are Christians able to actively
address the world's ills while maintaining their citizenship in the kingdom of
God?

These are questions the church grapples with today, as it always has.  Yet,
according to Thomas C. Oden, contemporary theology has neglected the church's
traditional answer to these questions: the doctrine of grace.  All too often modern
theologians either ignore the doctrine of grace or relate it to the achievement of a
particular political agenda.  Oden asserts that only by reclaiming the centrality of
grace--defined as God's self-giving through Jesus Christ in personal encounter
with the individual human will--can Christian theology be true to the gospel.

In order to reclaim the doctrine of grace, the author reaches back, beyond the
fragmentation of theology that took place during and after the Enlightenment. 
He draws upon the ecumenical consensus held by early Orthodox, Roman
Catholic, and Protestant theologians, councils, and creeds regarding this cardinal
Christian doctrine.  By adducing this ancient unity, Oden challenges modern
assumptions concerning the sources and methods of the theological enterprise
and calls contemporary Christians to discern what their forebears in the faith
knew to be essential to the gospel:  that to be a Christian is to be formed,
nurtured, and upheld solely by divine grace.
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How does an infinite God relate to finite human beings?  How does the death of Jesus Christ bring about
human salvation?  How are Christians able to actively address the world's ills while maintaining their
citizenship in the kingdom of God?

These are questions the church grapples with today, as it always has.  Yet, according to Thomas C. Oden,
contemporary theology has neglected the church's traditional answer to these questions: the doctrine of
grace.  All too often modern theologians either ignore the doctrine of grace or relate it to the achievement of
a particular political agenda.  Oden asserts that only by reclaiming the centrality of grace--defined as God's
self-giving through Jesus Christ in personal encounter with the individual human will--can Christian
theology be true to the gospel.

In order to reclaim the doctrine of grace, the author reaches back, beyond the fragmentation of theology that
took place during and after the Enlightenment.  He draws upon the ecumenical consensus held by early
Orthodox, Roman Catholic, and Protestant theologians, councils, and creeds regarding this cardinal Christian
doctrine.  By adducing this ancient unity, Oden challenges modern assumptions concerning the sources and
methods of the theological enterprise and calls contemporary Christians to discern what their forebears in the
faith knew to be essential to the gospel:  that to be a Christian is to be formed, nurtured, and upheld solely by
divine grace.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Thomas C. Oden, the retired Henry Anson Buttz Professor of Theology and Ethics, is an ancient ecumenical
evangelical with a passion for orthodoxy. For over thirty years he taught at Drew University and came under
the influence of his “irascible, endearing Jewish mentor” Will Herberg. Herberg bluntly told Oden that he
would remain “densely uneducated” unless he “read deeply in patristic writers.”  This focus on patristics (the
early church fathers) helped professor Oden to realize that modernity is over. As he probed the early church
writers for several decades, he incorporated and rechanneled his activism and idealism for the modernist
social gospel into a recovery of the classic religious tradition.  Scripture found new life in him, which means
he repented an enthrallment with progressive social causes in favor of a stable two-thousand year memory,
which he defines as orthodoxy.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Perez:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all
day every day to reading a guide. The book The Transforming Power of Grace it doesn't matter what good to
read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. If
you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to
read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Christopher Hartwick:

You may get this The Transforming Power of Grace by check out the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or
reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve
are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the
modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.

Fernando Minaya:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or
real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see



colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Transforming Power of Grace can make you feel more interested to read.

Lisa Martin:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book The Transforming Power of Grace to make your
personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such as
reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book
and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and read it. Beside that
the guide The Transforming Power of Grace can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse
in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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