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Understanding Plays As Texts for Performance offers seventeen plays with
critical commentaries that span the range of Western writing for the theatre from
the Greeks to the post-moderns. This book introduces readers to dramatic writing
as“pre-texts’ for theatrical performance—written not only to be read, but also to
be performed by actors before audiences.
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Editorial Review
From the Back Cover

Understanding Plays As Texts for Performance offers sixteen plays with critical commentaries that span the
range of Western writing for the theatre from the Greeks to the post-moderns. This text introduces students
to dramatic writing as “ pre-texts” for theatrical performance-written to be performed by actors before
audiences. In addition, it emphasizes playwriting conventions, elements, styles, trends, and movements to
document changing dramaturgy and production practices in the West from Sophocles to Tony Kushner and
Paula VVogel. Brief production histories and critical commentaries add to the student's understanding of the
literature and the theatrical text as the basis for performance.

New and Notable Features:

- Introduces students to the world of theatre with sixteen plays taken from theatrical history with extensive
discussions of the types, elements, and styles of drama.

- Begins with an introduction that sets forth drama's vocabulary, methods, and conventions for generating
theatrical excitement and meaning, especially helpful for the beginning student.

- Features five new plays that put studentsin touch with playwrights who are shaping today's theatre in
Americaand that strengthen the presence of multicultural and women playwrightsin the text.

- Includes an entirely new chapter on “New” Docudrama and The Laramie Project by M oisés Kaufman,
addressing a “re-discovered” form for writing and performance for the contemporary theatre.

- Expandsthe chapter on theIntercultural Text demonstrating L atino/a and Asian-American playwriting,
broadening the emphasis on multicultural and alternative voicesin U.S. theatre.

- Closes with a section on playwriting at the millennium featuring feminism, the "new" documentary text,
solo performance, and interculturalism, exposing students to playwrights who are shaping the theatre of
today and tomorrow.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Shirley Smith:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyonein
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
if those information which isin the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Understanding Plays (3rd Edition) as the daily resource
information.

Brandon Li:

The book untitled Understanding Plays (3rd Edition) is the e-book that recommended to you to study. Y ou
can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that article author use to



explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of analysis when write the book,
therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. Y ou also might get the e-
book of Understanding Plays (3rd Edition) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy freetime.

Martin Thomas;

Isit you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Understanding Plays (3rd Edition) can
be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are consequently out of date, spending your
spare time by reading in this completely new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?

Y olanda Power s;

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. Y ou can take knowledge and information from
abook. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news. With
this modern eralike currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Understanding Plays (3rd Edition) when you desired it?
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