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In this exquisitely written memoir, poet Patrick Lane describes his raw and
tender emergence at age sixty from a lifetime of alcohol and drug addiction. He
spent the first year of his sobriety close to home, tending his garden, where he
cast his mind back over his life, searching for the memories he'd tried to drown in
vodka. Lane has gardened for as long as he can remember, and his garden's life
has become inseparable from his own. A new bloom on a plant, a skirmish
among the birds, the way a tree bends in the wind, and the slow, measured
change of seasons invariably bring to his mind an episode from his eventful past.
What the Stones Remember  is the emerging chronicle of Lane's attempt to face
those memories, as well as his new self—to rediscover his life. In this powerful
and beautifully written book, Lane offers readers an unflinching and
unsentimental account of coming to one's senses in the presence of nature.
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In this exquisitely written memoir, poet Patrick Lane describes his raw and tender emergence at age sixty
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his own. A new bloom on a plant, a skirmish among the birds, the way a tree bends in the wind, and the
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In January 2001, Canadian poet Lane emerged from two months in an addiction treatment center, sober after
45 years of steady, heavy drinking and drug use. He had to learn to live with a raw new self at age 62, and
this book, part memoir, part diary, told month by month, chronicles his first year, retrieves his past and
records the seasonal cycle of the garden he tends on Vancouver Island. Lane's parents were both alcoholics
from mill and mining towns where heavy drinking and family brutality were normal. His impressionistic
memories, painful and poetic, probe the secrets of his younger self. Lane's now-dead mother, beautiful,
overworked with five children, unfaithful to his father during WWII, a gardener herself and quite mad for
part of her life, haunts him literally—he sees her in the garden at hallucinatory moments—and at the end of
this extraordinary year he brings himself to forgive her. The signal event of this period is Lane's marriage in
August to his longtime companion, poet Lorna Crozier, but readers will find that almost incidental to Lane's
remarkable nature writing: animals, birds and insects, flowers, moss and trees are as vivid as memory.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
"Possibly the best-written book published in 2004. This is a masterpiece."—Brian Bethune, Macleans
(Canada) "His lyric, seemingly effortless observations of living things drenched in light and water are
mesmerizing. But like the hidden vodka bottles that surface in his garden like stones in a field, potent
memories rupture the serene present."— Quill & Quire , starred review

About the Author
Considered to be one of the finest poets of his generation, Patrick Lane has authored more than twenty-five
books of poetry, fiction, nonfiction, and children's poetry. He has received most of Canada's top literary
awards and a number of grants and fellowships from the Canada Council for the Arts. His writing appears in
all major Canadian anthologies of English literature. His gardening skills and have been featured in the
Recreating Eden television series. Lane has been a writer-in-residence at the University of Toronto,
Concordia University in Montreal, the University of Ottawa, and the University of Alberta. He presently
teaches part-time at the University of Victoria. He lives in British Columbia, with his wife, the poet Lorna
Crozier.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Spencer:

Here thing why this specific What the Stones Remember: A Life Rediscovered are different and trustworthy
to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is
as delightful as food or not. What the Stones Remember: A Life Rediscovered giving you information deeper
and different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar with What the Stones
Remember: A Life Rediscovered. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes
about the thing that will happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can
easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of What the Stones Remember: A Life
Rediscovered in e-book can be your alternative.



Marissa Wegener:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write
about the information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on
earth always try to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their
book. One of them is this What the Stones Remember: A Life Rediscovered.

Kathleen Jones:

The book untitled What the Stones Remember: A Life Rediscovered contain a lot of information on this. The
writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do
definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The author brings
you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read more your smart
phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.

Charles Myers:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books
in the top list in your reading list is What the Stones Remember: A Life Rediscovered. This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards
and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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