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Compassionate and arresting, this exploration of three major diseases that have
changed the course of history—the bubonic plague, smallpox, and
AIDS—chronicles their fearsome death toll, their lasting social, economic, and
political implications, and how medical knowledge and treatments have advanced
as a result of the crises they have occasioned. "A book that would serve well for
reports, but it is also a fascinating read."—SLJ.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The devastating spread of three epidemic diseases, and the many responses they have evoked, are ably and
insightfully covered in this illuminating book. Discussing the bubonic plague that killed about half the
population of 14th-century Europe and smallpox epidemics that ravaged, among other sites, ancient China
and the Americas during the Age of Exploration, Giblin (Chimney Sweeps) sets the stage for the final
section, devoted to AIDS. The parallels between contemporaneous attitudes toward victims of the Black
Death or smallpox and the hostility often shown to people with AIDS or HIV emerge clearly, but are not
overemphasized. After giving an overview of medieval (and obviously erroneous) explanations for the
spread of the Black Death, for example, Giblin reports on the often callous treatment of the sick
and?chillingly?on the persecution of those who were blamed for it (e.g., the Jews of Germany). His lessons
that ignorance and fear lead to cruelty establish the tone for the AIDS section, where he skillfully outlines the
reactions of politicians, health officials and gay activists to the gradual discovery of the AIDS virus. Ages
10-up.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 7 Up?While the Black Death, smallpox, and AIDS may seem to have little in common, Giblin draws
parallels between them that are both striking and fascinating. The Black Death was often blamed on Jews,
leading to hatred, mistrust, and violence against them. In much the same way, many people have blamed
AIDS on homosexuals. The author's tracing of the medical community's fearful and confused reactions to
these diseases and his portrayal of the infighting among AIDS researchers are certainly eye-opening. Overall,
the text is brutally matter-of-fact. The medical terms are clearly explained and Giblin moves deftly from one
historical highlight to another, touching briefly, yet thoroughly, on the major events that make up the history
of each disease. This is a book that would serve YAs well for reports, but it is also a fascinating
read.?Melissa Hudak, North Suburban District Library, Roscoe, IL
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Gr. 6^-12. In all his fine nonfiction, from Walls (1984) to Milk (1986), Giblin discusses his subject across
time and cultures, combining social history with technology and science. Here he looks in turn at the three
great plagues--the Black Death, smallpox, and AIDS--and discusses in some detail their origins, causes,
epidemiology, symptoms, and devastating effects. The section on smallpox is filled with horror, but there's a
triumphant climax in the development of a vaccine and the eradication of the disease. In contrast, the medical
news about AIDS is grim, with no cure in sight. Just as disturbing is the scapegoating that is as cruel today as
when the Jews were blamed for the Black Death. Giblin emphasizes that there have always been doctors,
clergy, friends, and family, then and now, who have cared for the victims, but prejudice remains a raging
virus among us. A personal bibliographic essay discusses how Giblin used each resource. David Frampton's
woodcuts--one double-page spread for each of the three diseases--are powerful narratives that dramatize the
suffering, the bigotry, and the caring. The social history of disease is compelling in its own right; it also
provides a context for the current public health debate about AIDS. Hazel Rochman

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Jesse Williams:

The book When Plague Strikes: The Black Death, Smallpox, AIDS can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a
book When Plague Strikes: The Black Death, Smallpox, AIDS? A few of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share
all of these. Book When Plague Strikes: The Black Death, Smallpox, AIDS has simple shape nevertheless,
you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

Concepcion Maldonado:

Here thing why that When Plague Strikes: The Black Death, Smallpox, AIDS are different and reliable to be
yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the content
is as delicious as food or not. When Plague Strikes: The Black Death, Smallpox, AIDS giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no e-book that
similar with When Plague Strikes: The Black Death, Smallpox, AIDS. It gives you thrill examining journey,
its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened
around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. For
anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of When Plague Strikes: The
Black Death, Smallpox, AIDS in e-book can be your substitute.

Robert Caceres:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love When Plague Strikes: The Black
Death, Smallpox, AIDS, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What
kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on
its known as reading friends.

Cindy Knutson:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many
books in the top listing in your reading list is actually When Plague Strikes: The Black Death, Smallpox,
AIDS. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.
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